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PORTRAIT OF A 
YOUNG ARTIST 
We bid a sad farewell 
to Whitney Houston, 


pictured circa 1985 


ON THE COVER 

Whitney Houston photographed 
by Patrick Demarchelier for RCA 
Music Group in 2009 for her 
album | Look to You 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY If 


20 COVER Whitney Houston 1963-2012 The mega-talented 
supernova, who died suddenly last week, leaves behind a rich and 


complicated legacy. An EW tribute to pop-music royalty. BY MELISSA MAERZ 


Plus: photos from an unforgettable life and the ultimate Whitney playlist. 


35 Oscars 2012: Who Will Win! Will it be George Clooney or Jean 
Dujardin? Meryl or Viola? As Hollywood gears up for the Feb. 26 Academy 
Awards ceremony, we talk to voters about the performances that 

moved them most—and we give you the latest odds in every category. 
Plus: We help you plan the perfect Oscar Sunday! 


51 Sinéad O’Connor The outspoken songstress has run the gauntlet of 
breakups, breakdowns, and tabloid takedowns. Bowed but not broken, she 
emerges from the ashes with her best album in years. BY MELISSA MAERZ 


54 Justin Theroux He stars in the new comedy Wanderlust. He wrote 
Tropic Thunder and Iron Man 2. He dates Jennifer Aniston. It’s time you got 
to know Justin Theroux. BY JOSH ROTTENBERG 
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EASTBOUND & DOWN: FREDO NORRIS/HBO (2); HEARTLESS BASTARDS: NATHAN PRESLEY; OSCAR STATUETTE: OSCAR® STATUETTE® AMPAS®; THE CELEBRITY APPRENTICE: DOUGLAS GORENSTEIN/NBC 


/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /——— 


©MUSTLIST 


EASTBOUND & 
DOWN 


Our favorite 
baseball burnout is 
back on Feb. 19. We 
find Kenny (Danny 
McBride) enjoying 
life in the minors 
and welcoming 
guest stars like 
Jason Sudeikis and 
Will Ferrell. (HBO, 
Sundays, 10 p.m.) 


ARROW, Heartless 
Bastards The Austin outfit’s 
fourth album highlights the soaring, soulful 
vocals of lead singer Erika Wennerstrom on 
another fine collection of four-on-the-floor 

rockers and boozy, last-call power ballads. 


| andeven the 


| 3. ABC’S OSCARS iPhone/iPad app 


Want to make your Oscar experience 
complete? Download this app before the 
ABC telecast on Feb. 26 
and enjoy videos 
with EW’s own 
Dave Karger, 
plus live footage 
from 24 cameras 
catching all the 
views from 

the red carpet, 
backstage, 


Governors Ball. 
(Free from 
iTunes) 


THE CELEBRITY 

APPRENTICE Of course Donald 
Trump called this cast the best yet. But with 
Clay Aiken, Lisa Lampanelli, and George 
Takei (above) in the mix, we're actually 
inclined to agree. (NBC, Sundays, 9 p.m.) 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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& CHICO & RITA This Oscar nominee for Best Animated Feature is a gorgeous, 
sultry—and for adults only—depiction of a tumultuous love affair between a piano 
player and a singer who meet in'40s-era Havana, all set to a sweeping score by Cuban band- 
leader Bebo Valdés. Currently in limited release, it’s expanding over the next several weeks. 


Pe as ; 
RAMPART Woody Harrelson 
may have missed out on an Oscar 
nod, but his mesmerizing portrayal of a 
violent, corrupt L.A .cop in this big-screen 
thriller—now expanding in limited release— 
will demand your attention. (Rated R) 


8. WHITE COLLAR 
There are a mere two 
episodes left in the 
season, so be sure 

to steal some time to 
watch USA's always 
satisfying crime 
drama. On Feb. 21, 
slick con man Neal 
Caffrey (Matt 
Bomer) plots 

to swipe precious 
baseball memo- 
rabilia from 
Yankee Stadium. 
(USA, Tuesdays, 
10 p.m.) 


Alec Baldwin’s 
HERE’S THE 
THING podcast 


Immortal 
Bird 


DOKON Weany 


9, IMMORTAL BIRD, 
by Doron Weber 
With his deeply per- 
sonal and emotionally 
wrenching memoir, 
Weber delves into 

a faulty American 
health-care system as 
he recounts the all-too- | 
brief lifeofhis young | 1 
son, who struggled 

to overcome a heart 
defect and, later, a 
heart transplant. 


MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE, 
DVD and download Elizabeth Olsen was 
one of 2011's breakout stars thanks to her performance in this 
psychological thriller as a woman escaping a cult. Now you can 
discover what the buzz was all about. (Rated R) 
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moving forward 


IN THE SHADOW of Whitney 
Houston’s sad passing, it was 
appropriate that the evening’s big 
winner was the owner of another 
huge, game-changing voice. Adele 
won all six prizes for which she was 
nominated at the 54th Annual Grammy 
Awards, including Song and Record 
of the Year (“Rolling in the Deep”) 

and Album of the Year (2/). Three 
months after surgery to repair a vocal- 
cord hemorrhage, the British-born 
belter also made a triumphant return 
to live performing, tearing through 
“Rolling in the Deep” with full-throated 
abandon. But perhaps her best moment 
came during the awards show’s final 
moments: After receiving the Grammy 
for Album of the Year from Diana Ross, 
Adele tearfully gave a shout-out to her 
mother, noted the irony of spinning 
her “rubbish relationship” into so 
much gold, and even joked about her 
runny nose (“Ooh, I’ve got a bit 0’ snot!”). 
Thanks to her killer pipes—and her 
unwavering down-to-earth charm— 
Adele simply stole the show. How did 
the other acts fare? We rate 10 of the 
best (and worst!) performances. 
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Grading the 
Grammys 


Adele blew us away. But 

the night’s other performers 
also offered up plenty of 
high—and low—notes. 


— BRUCE 
SPRINGSTEEN 
Well-tanned and 
dressed all in 
black, the Boss 
kicked off the night 
with a rousing run 
through his new 
single, “We Take 
Care of Our Own’— 
a song whose chorus felt especially 
poignant after the loss of Houston, a six- 
time Grammy winner. A- 


> JENNIFER HUDSON 

Space was made for only one brief 
tribute in song to Houston, and the 
Academy chose well; Hudson’s expertly 
rendered “I Will Always Love You” 
wisely sidestepped straight imperson- 
ation but still felt elegantly true to the 
late superstar’s spirit. She sounded 
glorious, even as her emotions got 

the better of her—and us. A 


> ELECTRONIC MUSIC MASH-UP 

Hey, Grammys, thanks for hosting 
that random rave in a tent! This was 
supposed to be the Academy’s way of 


Jennifer 
Hudson } 
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Adele celebrates her six 
Grammy wins (tying 
Beyoncé’s record for 

most wins by a female 
in a single night) 


The Night’s 
Burning 
Questions— 
Answered! 


Who wrote LL 

Cool J's opening 
speech? Why didn't 
Lady Gaga perform? 
Why so much Sir 
Paul? We asked 
Jack Sussman, 
CBS’ executive 

vice president of 
specials, music, and 
live events, to 
answer some of 
our Nagging 
queries. 

Jennifer Hudson 
was amazing. But 
why not have a 
more elaborate 
tribute to Whitney 
Houston? 
Anything more—a 
video montage, a 


would say in his 
opening remarks? 
The NCIS: Los 
Angeles star 
collaborated with 
the producers on 
his speech and the 
prayer, “He handled 
it with class and 
dignity and was a 
true emcee.” 

Why no Gaga or 
Skrillex? Gaga 
already performed 
on CBS’ Grammy 
nomination special 
that aired Nov. 30. 
Beyond that, not 
everybody can 
come to play on 
the Staples Center 
stage. “You only 


have so many [per- 
formance] spots.” 


medley—would 
have been over- 


the-top, Sussman But then why did 
said. “You don't some artists, like 
want to overdo it. Paul McCartney, 
You want to do perform twice? 
something.. “Paul was on the 
respectful. The show twice 


The Beach Boys’ Mike Love 
feels groovy with 

Maroon 5 frontman 
Adam Levine (right) 


control and power because he’s Sir 
andrawemotionin Paul friggin’ 
Jennifer’s voice McCartney. He did 
when she got on a beautiful new 
the telecast, you song, and then we 
knew five seconds asked him to come 
into it that we all back and close the 
made the right show and burn the 


introducing EDM (electronic dance 
music) to the masses, but the messy, 
nonsensical, visually seizure-inducing 


strewn stage better than the visibly 
nervous Foster the People, though it’s 
still unclear what either group was 


performance—featuring Chris Brown, doing there in the first place. Still, Brian decision.” building down. It 
Deadmau5, Foo Fighters, DavidGuetta, | Wilson and his Boys—on stage together Who decided was incredible. 
what LL Cool J —Lynette Rice 


for the first time in two decades and 
harmonious as ever—managed to emit 
plenty of “Good Vibrations.” B- 


and Lil Wayne—played like a grab-bag 
demo reel. € 


> TAYLOR SWIFT (AND THE CIVIL WARS) 

The charming, harmonizing Civil Wars > CHRIS BROWN 

played a snippet of “Barton Hollow” In his first invitation back to the show 
before handing things over to their since his 2009 Grammy-eve assault 
Hunger Games soundtrack-mate Swift, on then girlfriend Rihanna, Breezy 
who further folked things up with her appeared several times on the broadcast, 
playful, double-Grammy-winning banjo most notably bouncing up a cubist 
banger, “Mean.” A= mountain for “Turn Up the Music” and 
“Beautiful People.” The choreography 
was impressive as always, but between 
the phalanx of backup dancers and the 


Paul McCartney closed 
the show with a medley 
of Beatles classics 


> THE BEACH BOYS TRIBUTE 
Maroon 5 warmed up the surfboard- 


SWIFT: FRANK MICELOTTA/PICTUREGROUP; LOVE AND LEVINE: CLIFF LIPSON/CBS/LANDOV; 


MCCARTNEY: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS/LANDOV 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


THE SHAW REPORT 


BY JESSICA SHAW 


Nicki Minaj courted 
controversy with 
“Roman Holiday” 


blocks lighting up “Billie 
Jean”-style, it felt better 
suited to the VMAs. B- 


> NICKI MINAJ 

Nicki's pointlessly papal 
debut of her new single 
“Roman Holiday” was an 
indulgent, operatic mess. 
But we do give her points for 
boldly trying to fill the “arty 
concept” portion of the 
evening usually executed by 
Lady Gaga. Incidentally, 
Minaj had by then lost in all 
her categories; perhaps this 
was Roman’s Revenge? D 


+> BRUNO MARS 

Sporting a 24-karat gold bow 
tie and blazer, a restless 
Mars paid pouffy-haired 


IN Obsessing over ey ) | 
Jeremy Lin } ; 


homage to 50s pop and 
James Brown pomp as he 
instructed the seated 1 percent 
to “get off your rich asses.” It 
was 99 percent awesome. A 


—> PAUL McCARTNEY 

On his first outing, Sir Paul 
plugged his new album by 
crooning a jazzy ballad no- 
body knows (“My Valentine”). 
He stayed seated throughout, 
soaked up a standing O, 

and then began prepping for 
his superior second perfor- 
mance: a nostalgic trip down 
Abbey Road. Macca then 
joined Springsteen, Dave 
Grohl, and Joe Walsh for a 
jam sesh that was likely 
more fun to perform than it 
was to watch. B 


> THE GLEN CAMPBELL 
TRIBUTE 

The Band Perry and Blake 
Shelton staggered through 
Campbell tunes before the 
man himself came out to 
show ’em how it’s done. 
Campbell (who's battling 
Alzheimer’s) may have 
fumbled a few lyrics, but 
that hardly mattered—the 
Rhinestone Cowboy still 
sparkled. A- —Kyle Anderson 
and Ray Rahman 


5 MINUTES AGO Worryingabout OUT 


Lamar Odom being traded LeBron 


© Former Bachelor star Jake Pavelka to serve as guest 
host of Chippendales revue in Las Vegas Well, that was 
ahead of schedule. 


© Gary Busey files for Chapter 7 bankruptcy Well, that 
was behind schedule. 


© Vanessa Hudgens lived in homeless shelter for two 
weeks to research role in upcoming film Gimme Shelter 
But just to be prepared for any story changes, she also 
rode hogs with the Hells Angels and listened to Let It 
Bleed on repeat for a solid month. 

© Suge Knight arrested yet again Wanna make a joke? 
Knock yourself out. Or Suge will be happy to do it for you. 
© Fox’s House to end in May after 177 episodes 

Which is your favorite: the one where no one can 
diagnose a patient who has a weird disease until House 
saves the day at the last minute, or the one where 
House saves the day at the last minute after no one can 
diagnose a patient with a weird disease? 

© Beyoncé makes first public appearance in more than 
a month at Jay-Z benefit concert And this time there 
was no bump at all! | knew it was fake! 


>) Michael Lohan reportedly applies for job at Burger King 
Would you like lies with that? 


© Phantom of the Opera celebrates milestone of 10,000 
shows on Broadway Just off stage, Billy Flynn whispered 
to Roxie and Velma, “You want Chicago to be No. 1? Give 
him the ol’ razzle-dazzle, distract him with all that jazz, and 
then shoot him on the good side of his face.” 


© Snooki: “I would consider myself bi” She w was actually 
going to say “binge drinker” but passed out before she 
could finish the sentence. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PRIMETIME 
EXERCISE 


ae 


1 1 alli* helps you get toned-up while you're 
; tuned-in with these 2-minute exercise 
routines to boost your weight loss. 


For every 2 
pounds you work 
to lose, alli’ can help 
LBs you lose 1 more.* 


To learn more, visit myalli.com 


Tuesday 


Flat Screen Squats 


Thursday 


Channel Surfing _ 
Jacks 
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MAKE A 
PROMISE 


YOUR BODY 


CAN KEEP 


“Now my 8-year-old has to 
struggle to keep up with me: 


“Now, when I’m out with my kids, they’re the ones that have 
to try to keep up,” Kelley Miller said from the kitchen of 
her Rancho Santa Margarita, California home. 

But it wasn’t always that way. Kelley needed 


to lose weight so she could do the things 


she wanted to do. That’s when she found aM 
alli. alli is the weight loss aid that can help 
you lose even more weight by blocking some LBs 


of the fat you eat so it doesn’t get turned 
into stored fat. So for every two pounds you 
lose through diet and exercise, alli will help you lose one 


more. And it’s that boost that helps keep Kelley motivated. 


In fact, clinical studies show that people who took alli plus 
diet and exercise lost more than those with diet alone. 
Kelley also likes the fact that alli works in your digestive 
system, not in your bloodstream, so that it doesn’t go to 
your head or to your heart. Simple, effective weight loss is 
why alli is FDA-approved. Kelley stays on track by taking 
alli with each meal containing fat, three times a day and 
by using alli’s free online program that offers personalized 


tools, recipes and tips to help her lose even more weight. 


When you think about it, 
alli might be everything you're 


looking for in a weight loss aid. 


Orlistat 60mg Capsule 


Weight Le 
Weig 


THE ONLY FDA-APPROVED OTC WEIGHT LOSS AID. my alli .com 


90 CAPSULES 


Kelley is a real alli user and has received compensation for her story. Individual results may vary. In clinical studies most people lost 5-10 pounds over 6 months. 
©2012 GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare, LP 


NEWS AND NOTES 


HOLLYWOOD 
INSIDE 


Oscar’s Got an Eye 
On the Groundlings 


WHILE TALKING WITH THE PRESS at the Oscar-nominee 
luncheon on Feb. 6, Best Supporting Actress nominee 


Melissa McCarthy shared her disbelief that she was even standing there. 
“Tt makes me [think] back to my first classes at the Groundlings,” the 
Bridesmaids star said. “To have this for something I love doing is kind 

of bananas.” But what’s really bananas is that five of this year’s Academy 
Award contenders—Bridesmaids’ McCarthy, Kristen Wiig and Annie 
Mumolo (for Original Screenplay), and The Descendants’ Jim Rash and 
Nat Faxon (for Adapted Screenplay)—all got their start at the Ground- 
lings. The Los Angeles comedy theater has long been a farm team for 
Saturday Night Live (including standouts Will Ferrell, Maya Rudolph, 
and Phil Hartman), and it’s also turned out stars like Lisa Kudrow, Wendi 
McLendon-Covey, and Paul Reubens. What is it about the Groundlings 
that has made them such a conduit to showbiz success? Perhaps it’s their 
boot-camp approach to comedy. “There are the people who want the 
instant gratification of... ‘When is Lorne [Michaels] going to drop by my 
class and discover me?’” says Rash, who is still a Groundling and teaches 
at the theater when he’s not playing Dean Pelton on NBC’s Community. 
“[But] we try to impress upon people, we’re not here to teach you how to with the Ground- 
be funny. I don’t care if any of this stuffis funny. I just want to see the | ) ene 
story.’ To that end, students go through a 
rigorous four-class process to build their 
skills in improv, performance, sketch 
writing, and creating distinctive charac- 
ters. Select students are then invited to 
continue on to the next level: performing 
every week for at least six months in the 
theater’s Sunday Company. All told, it took 
Rash four years to become a full-fledged 
Groundling. With so many Academy 
Award nominees, is he 


Kristen Wiig 

with the 
Groundlings 
in 2005 


expecting an influx of EW 
Oscar-seeking hopefuls? k 
“Exactly,” Rash says, MORE ON 
: AB cg SN AE Cae EW.COM 
laughing. “We’re going Breaking news 
to start a class: “How to at insidetv.ew 
zs ait Tm 2c??? .com and 

Write for the Oscars’! wiekdenoiats Ans 
—ADAM B. VARY .ew.com 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


SO OVERIDOL 


MARK 
HARRIS 


> COLUMNIST 


talent and hope, and the other’s about 


LAST WEEK, THE VOICE INTRODUCED us to some wonderful singers—an 
HIV-positive recovering addict from the Bronx, a 50-year-old woman with a soulful 
rumble that could cause earth tremors, an Air Force staff sergeant who bore down 
ona Pat Benatar cover as if she were locking onto a target. Meanwhile, on American 
Idol, two hours of producer-contrived nonsuspense were built around a teenage 
girl who fell off the stage. When the history of reality-competition T'V is written, 
what may be remembered is that this was the week The Voice became, at least 
temporarily, a more popular show than Jdol, drawing more 18- to 49-year-olds than 
Fox’s warhorse. It will also be remembered as the week a lot of people realized that 
The Voice is, in every way, the better show. 

The contrast starts right in the titles. Jdol looks to manufacture someone you want 
to worship—a concept that no longer flies once you’re past the age of having a Justin 
Bieber screensaver—whereas The Voice looks for someone you want to listen to, 
which is pretty much in line with how most of us choose our music. There’s a crucial 
difference in tone as well. The opening weeks of Idol traffic in humiliation and tears— 
the neediness of the young, desperate to be extracted from the mob; the familiar 
weariness of the judges; the talentless clowns pimped as sneerworthy sideshows. 
But the opening weeks of The Voice are about hope and discovery. There's disappoint- 
ment, but no shaming or hysteria. The four Voice judges represent different, and 
current, genres and have been cast strategically: Adam 
Levine is competitive, driven, a hustler; Cee Lo Green is 
droll, seductive, and grandiose; Blake Shelton is the 
NASCAR alpha dad; and a trying-too-hard Christina 
Aguilera is all cleavage and noblesse oblige as the noisy 
brat princess. But at least they’re fun. The judges on Idol 
primarily represent their own desire to stay on camera. 
And that exposure-at-any-cost ethos is reflected in Idol’s 
contestants, who more than ever seem to lead with how 
badly they want it rather than how much they deserve it. 

The premise of The Voice is that talent—not youth, looks, 
or packageability—is the great equalizer. Even the show 
acknowledges that that’s a fantasy; last week the judges 
groaned when they turned around during the “blind” audi- 
tions to discover that a guy they'd rejected for his shaky 
sound was a hunky Yale athlete, a dude with an Jdollook who 


American 
Idol judge 
Jennifer 
Lopez and 
The Voice's 
Cee Lo 
Green 
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LOVING THE VOICE, 


Couldit be any clearer that one showis about 


desperation and false theatrics? Thisis why 
Idol should be looking over its shoulder. 


lacked a Voice voice. 
But as fantasies go, 
The Voice’s is more 
appealing than the 
narrative Idol pushes, 
which is that America 
is a machine that— 
while giving lip service 
to “risk taking”— 
rewards pliability and 
familiarity. After a 
decade, we no longer believe in the Idol 
factory. “America voted” and rejected 
Jennifer Hudson; then, apparently, 
America 2.0 changed its mind and made 
her a star. And “America” has crowned 
any number of Idols that it promptly 
decided never to care about again. 

The Voice has been smart enough to 
separate the ideal of populism from the 
dreariness of a popularity contest. Last 
season, it included older contestants, and 
it was so relaxed about being gay-friendly 
that suddenly Idol's long history of gay- 
panic jokes seemed not just offensive but 
terribly dated. Most of all, The Voice feels 
optimistic: As the judges morph into 
coaches, they become participants in an 
immensely heartening story line, which is 
that the road to fame begins when those 
who are successful extend a hand to those 
who are deserving. That idea felt espe- 
cially resonant on an emotion-packed 
Grammy night, when 
a huge national audi- 
ence thrilled to the 
sound of Adele, now 
recovered from vocal- 
cord surgery, and 
remembered, in com- 
plicated ways, Whit- 
ney Houston. The 
night was a reminder 
that all of us can still 
fall in love with a voice. 
But idolize someone 
at your own risk: 
You'll usually end up 
heartbroken. m 


FOLLOW MARK HARRIS ON TWITTER [9 @MarkHarrisNYC 
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Big Week 
for Baby News 


Step aside, Suri. Some of the biggest recent headlines have 
come from other buzzed-about celebrity offspring: 
Beyoncé and Jay-Z introduce Blue Ivy Carter” 

She's already appeared on the Billboard Hot 100 (thanks to 
Daddy's single “Glory”). Now Blue Ivy Carter, born Jan. 7, is 
causing yet another sensation after her parents released 
photos on Tumblr. “We welcome you to share our joy,’ 

the singer, 30, and rapper, 42—who have also applied to 
trademark their daughter's name—wrote on the Web page 
Feb, 10, alongside a handful of charmingly candid snapshots. 
Robert Downey Jr. welcomes a son 
The Iron Man star, 46, and his movie-producer wife, Susan, 
38, delivered a baby boy, Exton Elias Downey, on Feb. 7 

in Los Angeles. This is their first child together. Downey 
has another son, Indio, 18, from his previous marriage. 


Jason Lee gets ready for baby No. 3 


The Up All Night actor, 41, and wife Ceren Alkac are 
expecting a son in June. The couple also have a 3-year- 
old daughter named Casper, and Lee has an 8-year-old 

son, Pilot, from a previous relationship. —GRADY SMITH 


(From top) Beyoncé 
and Blue Ivy Carter 
(inset); Susan 

Downey and 3 
Robert Downey Jr; 


Jason Lee and 
Ceren Alkac 


mee 


IT’S OFFICIAL 
Just six weeks after 
Katy Perry, 27, and 
Russell Brand, 36, 
filed for divorce, a 
Los Angeles court 


has finalized the split. 


Perry asked that 
her maiden name, 
Katheryn Elizabeth 


Hudson, be restored, 


and Brand did not 
ask for spousal 
support. The exes 
will be legally single 
again on July 14. 


SPLITS 

Alcatraz actress 
Parminder Nagra, 36, 
filed for divorce from 
celebrity photogra- 
pher James Stenson, 
37, on Feb. 1. The 
couple wed in 2009. 


ARRESTS 

Record executive 
Marion “Suge” 
Knight, 46, was 
charged with 
possession of 
marijuana after 
being stopped in Las 
Vegas for a traffic 
violation on Feb. 8. 


COURTS 

Actor Gary Busey, 67, 
filed for bankruptcy 
on Feb. 7. The reality 
TV fixture listed over 


$500,000 in personal 
debts, but less than 
$50,000 in assets... 
The custody war 
between Halle Berry, 
45, and ex-boyfriend 
Gabriel Aubry, 36— 
who fathered Berry's 
3-year-old daughter, 
Nahla—continues 

to rage. Citing safety 
concerns in Los 
Angeles—where she 
has allegedly been 
targeted by multiple 
stalkers—the actress 


has reportedly filed a 
request with the fam- 
ily court that would 
allow her to move 
to France with Nahla 
and Berry's current 
boyfriend, Olivier 
Martinez, 46. 


BIRTHDAYS 


REVEALED 
White Collar star 
Matt Bomer, 34, 
quietly came out 
Feb. 11, thanking his 
longtime partner, 
publicist Simon 
Halls, during his 
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acceptance speech 
at a charity awards 
ceremony. They 
have three 

children together. 
—Grady Smith, with 
additional reporting 
by Jason Clark 
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Whitney Houston 
circa 1988 


Whitney he 


Houston \y 


1963-2012 % 
The mega-talented supernova, : 


who died suddenly last week, leaves behind 
arich and complicated legacy. 
An EW tribute to pop-music royalty. \ 
BY MELISSA MAERZ : 
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1963-2012 


Since news 


of Whitney Houston's death on Feb. 11 
broke, the world has struggled with her 
legacy. Some have chosen to remember 
her as an “American hero,” as Miranda 
Lambert called her. Others, like Bonnie 
Raitt, have praised the way she shattered 
gender and racial barriers for the artists 


who followed. “She broke the glass ceiling for female R&B singers 
to cross over,” Raitt told EW backstage at the Grammys, the 
night after Houston passed away. Many of her colleagues have 
celebrated her amazing pipes. “She didn’t need to come in with 
acow on her head to get attention,” said Erica Atkins-Campbell 
of the gospel group Mary Mary. “For Whitney, it was just her 
voice.” And of course there are those, usually cloaked behind the 
anonymity of the Internet, who have wondered why so much 
fuss was being made over a self-admitted drug user who 
squandered her talent. (To them we say, Have you listened to 
“T Will Always Love You” lately?) Of all the accolades and 
insults, there’s one that has stood out as the most intriguing: 
She was the African-American Princess Diana. 

That’s how a former Vibe editor characterized Houston in 
2006—a prescient observation six years before Houston died 
at the age of 48. As with Diana’s demise, the details are grue- 
some: Houston was found submerged and unconscious in a 
bathtub at the Beverly Hilton hotel and couldn’t be revived. 
(Coroners have yet to disclose the official cause of death.) 

The two faced very different demons—Diana battled 
bulimia and cutting, Houston’s downfall was largely of her own 
making due to a drug addiction—but both of their lives unfolded 
tragically. Houston arrived on the scene during the mid-’80s, 
descended from musical nobility—the daughter of gospel singer 
Cissy Houston, cousin of R&B hitmaker Dionne Warwick, and 
goddaughter of Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul. After she 
became the first artist to score seven consecutive No. 1 hits (a 
record that still holds), including “Saving All My Love for You,” 
“How Will] Know,’ and “Greatest Love of All,” she emerged as a 
national hero of sorts: She sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” at 
the 1991 Super Bowl, and her song “One Moment in Time” was 
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(Clockwise from above) Houston singing with 
daughter Bobbi Kristina on Good Morning America 
in 2009; Houston on Feb. 9, two days before her 


death; and with Jordin Sparks in Sparkle 


the theme to the 1988 Summer Olympics. Just like Princess 
Diana, she devoted herself to charitable causes, joining with 
Nelson Mandela to rally against apartheid and (ironically) 
stumping for Nancy Reagan’s “Just Say No” campaign during 
the ’80s. Both Diana and Houston married into unions that 
turned into train wrecks. And the birth of Houston’s daughter, 
Bobhi Kristina, in 1993 received Blue Ivy- (or Prince William-) 
like coverage; after all, she was heir to a throne. 

The following years played out in the tabloids and on TV: the 
infamous “Crack is wack” interview with Diane Sawyer, a 
bizarre trip to Israel, a jaw-droppingly revealing reality show. 
But by 2009—two years after she had ended her 15-year 
marriage to Bobby Brown—Houston looked healthier. She 
appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show to offer a mea culpa for 
the years she wasted as a rock-cocaine addict. Boosted by the 
interview, the album J Look to You became her first chart- 
topper since 1992’s best-selling soundtrack to The Bodyguard. 
Songwriter Diane Warren, who penned material for this final 
full-length, remembers hearing Houston in the studio. “She 
did the vocal on ‘I Didn’t Know My Own Strength’ and blew 
my mind, as she did so many other times,” says Warren. “That 
was a song I wrote to be her comeback song.” Instead, it was 
the last time they saw each other. 

Houston’s final days were erratic. According to the Los Ange- 
les Times, the Beverly Hilton’s security had gotten complaints 
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that Houston was acting strangely, doing handstands by the 
pool. Others saw her vamping during a Feb. 9 press junket for 
Grammy headliners Brandy and Monica, until Bobbi Kristina, 
now 18, dragged her out of the room. That evening, Houston 
performed a duet with Kelly Price at the Tru Hollywood night- 
club, picked a fight with X Factor contestant Stacy Francis, and 
was reportedly escorted from the premises. 

The day she died, Houston had been getting ready for the 
annual pre-Grammys gala hosted by her 79-year-old mentor, 
Clive Davis. But the party went on without her at the Beverly 
Hilton, the same hotel where she’d passed away just hours 
earlier. Some 1,200 guests, including Tom Hanks, Britney 
Spears, and Diana Ross, arrived dressed for a black-tie event 


and were ushered into a de facto funeral. (Taylor Swift’s chair 
was empty, and her label rep Scott Borchetta said she didn’t 
feel it was right to celebrate that night.) Visibly distraught, 
Davis delivered a heartfelt statement to honor the star. “I am 
personally devastated by the loss of someone who has meant 
so much to me for so many years,” he said, tearing up. “Whitney 
was a beautiful person and a talent beyond compare... [She] 
would have wanted the music to go on.” 

At the Grammys, where next-generation divas like Rihanna 
and Adele performed, Houston’s impact was most apparent. 
“She’s up there with Aretha and my dear friend Etta James, 
influencing so many incredible singers who came up after her,” 
Raitt said. Adds Van Toffler, a Viacom president who oversees 
MTV: “Whitney had the chops. She’d stand in the middle of the 
stage, shut her eyes, and sing her you-know-what off. She didn’t 
need all the pageantry, dancers, people on bungee cords on the 
stage doing backflips.” Indeed, everyone from Canadian R&B 
singer Melanie Fiona to Kimberly Perry of the Band Perry 
labeled her an inspiration. “Some of my earliest musical memo- 
ries include singing to Whitney Houston in the car with the 
windows rolled down,” Perry recalled before the show. 

We'll have one more chance to pay tribute to Houston in 
Sparkle, a remake of a 1976 Irene Cara film that will be released 
Aug. 17. Houston, an exec producer, plays Emma, mother to 
Jordin Sparks’ aspiring singer. “[Houston] is unbelievably bril- 
liant in it,” insists Howard Rosenman, who also exec-produced. 
“She was one of the most talented entertainers who ever lived.” 

It will take longer than a week or two to fully understand 
Houston’s legacy. The biography of Houston will be written 
and edited for years to come—after all, some 15 years after 
Princess Diana’s death, we’re still asking the same questions 
about her. But here is a first draft, courtesy of Diane Warren: 
“Every female singer now owes a debt to her.” (Additional 
reporting by Jason Adams, Kyle Anderson, Carrie Borzillo, Dave 
Karger, and Ray Rahman) 
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Unforsettable 


Moments 


Allin the Family (1982) 

Born in Newark to John and Cissy (née Emily) 
Houston, Whitney was already following in her 
gospel-singer mother’s footsteps by age 11, bringing 
the house down with her solos at New Hope Baptist 
Church. That talent was in the genes: Cissy sang 
backup for the likes of Elvis Presley and Aretha 
Franklin (who became Whitney's godmother), as 

well as her cousin Dionne Warwick. 


Cover Girl (1981) 
In her teens, Houston 
appeared in a ginger ale 
commercial and found 
consistent work as a 
print model, appearing 
in such magazines aS Yeucen 
Cosmopolitan and 
Glamour. In November 


1981, she became one joo. praater 
of the first African- gaysemrer -— 
Americans to grace the rr q 3 
cover of Seventeen. |! ef = 
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A Pop Star Is Born (1987) 
Her eponymous 1985 
debut kicked off an 
unprecedented run of 
seven consecutive No. 1 
singles that carried 
through to its smash 

1987 follow-up, Whitne 


WHITNEY HOUSTON 


First Prize (1986) 
Houston took home an 
award for best female 
pop vocal performance 
for “Saving All My 
Love for You,” which 
she performed that 
night at the ceremony. 
Throughout her career, 
Houston was nominated 
for a total of 26 
Grammys and won six. 


Hanging With Clive After 
hearing her sing at a nightclub, 
legendary record executive Clive 
Davis signed Houston to her first 
recording deal in 1983, when 

she was 19 years old. She often 
referred to Davis as her “industry 


_____ father,” and the two remained 
} = close both personally and 


Y 


professionally until her death. 


HOUSTON AND MOTHER, HOUSTON ON PHONE: 
BETTE MARSHALL/GETTY IMAGES (2): HOUSTON 


IN 1987: EBET ROBERTS/REDFERNS/GETTY 
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Marriage to Bobby 
Brown (1992) 
The squeaky-clean 


songstress met the New ~ 


Edition member-turned- 
bawdy solo star at the 
Soul Train Awards in 
1989, and the pair 
married on July 18, 1992. 
“Everybody says, ‘How 
can this be a real 
relationship?” Houston 
told EW the following 
year. “‘He’s the bad boy 
of the business, and 
she's the good girl. First 
of all, | would not marry 
anybody that pleased 
me just a little bit, or that 
satisfied just one need.” 
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Super Bowl XXV (1991) 


ess powerful rendition 
_ of “The Star-Spangled 


Banner” at the annual sports 
event led to her hosting the 
widely watched HBO special 
Welcome Home Heroes 
With Whitney Houston—the 
pay-cable network agreed to 
unscramble its signal for the 
duration of the broadcast— 
in honor of troops returning 
home from the Gulf War. 


Bobbi Kristina 
(1993) 


Bobbi Kristina 
Houston Brown was 
born on March 4, 

1993, just as “I Will 
Always Love You” 

was ending its 14- 

week extended reign 4 
at the top of the 
Billboard Hot 100. 
Whitney's only child 
tasted the limelight : 
early: Houston 

brought her daughter 

on stage during her 
Bodyguard world tour 
when she was just a 
few months old. 


ed. 
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The Bodyguard (1992) 
Houston's first film—she starred 
as a celebrity who falls in love 
with her hired protector (Kevin 
Costner)—grossed over $400 mil- 
lion worldwide and spawned a 
17-times-platinum soundtrack. 


With Neksori Mandela (1994) 

Among other social causes, Houston was an 
outspoken opponent of apartheid in South 
Africa. She performed for Nelson Mandela's 
70th-birthday concert in London in 1988 while 
he was still a political prisoner, and embraced 
him in Johannesburg in 1994. 


SUPER BOWL XXV: GEORGE ROSE/GETTY IMAGES; HOUSTON 
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Diane Sawyer Interview (2002) 
With an album to promote (2002's 
Just Whitney) and rumors of per- 
sonal troubles regularly sneaking 
into the tabloids, Houston sat down 


with Diane Sawyer to clear the air. Trouble on Stage (2001) 
In a notorious moment, the singer } Photos of a startlingly 
refuted the idea that she smoked pay thin’Houston at a New 

crack cocaine with the infamous € a City concert honoring 
dismissal “Crack is cheap. | make too a f Michael Jackson shocked 
much money to ever smoke crack. Ls Ry ') ‘ye many who saw them; she 
Let’s get that straight. Okay? We Uke | t med “stress.” 

3 


don’t do crack.... Crack is wack.” 


If : 


Being the Browns (2004) 
The troubled star made a 
discomfiting shift from 
revered pop icon to 
catchphrase-spouting foil 
on her husband's Bravo 
reality series, Being Bobby 
Brown, which aired in 2005. 
It presented an erratic 
Houston who seemed 
unwell and unhappy. 
Mercifully, the show lasted 
only one season. 
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1 Look to You (2009) 

Longtime mentor Clive Davis 
heralded Houston’s return to pop 
music at a lavish listening party. / 
Look to You didn’t have quite the 
same radio clout as her previous 
releases, but it still sold more 
than 300,000 copies its first 
week out—a solid No. 1. 


Whitney Visits Oprah (2009) 

To celebrate and promote what would be her final album, 
Houston had an in-depth conversation with Oprah Winfrey 
about her music, her volatile marriage to Bobby Brown 
(whom she divorced in 2007), and her struggles with 
narcotics—including rock cocaine. 
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Her Last Days (2012) 
At the time of her 
passing, Houston— 
pictured here with 
daughter Bobbi 
Kristina two days 
before her death— 
was preparing for 
yet another career 
resurgence: She had 
recently wrapped a 
costarring role in the 
big-screen remake 
of Sparkle. 
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The 


Best 
Songs 


ultimate Whitney Houston playlist 


“| WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU” 1992 
The song that went on to become a 
defining highlight of Houston's career 
almost never happened at all. Originally, the 
then 28-year-old was slated to cover 
Jimmy Ruffin’s early Motown hit “What Becomes 
of the Brokenhearted” for the soundtrack of The 
Bodyguard, in which she also had her first major 
film role. It was her costar, Kevin Costner, who 
suggested she take on Dolly Parton's plaintive 
1974 country ballad instead. (Against the record 
company’s wishes, Houston and Costner fought to 
keep the extended a cappella intro, and won.) Her 
gospel-tinged reworking of the song—a towering 
showcase for the singer’s phenomenal three- 
octave range—was an immediate global smash, 
topping the charts in 16 countries, and spending 
a record-shattering 14 weeks at No. lin the U.S. 


h 
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WHITNEY HOUSTON WHITNEY 
1985 1987 
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“THE STAR-SPANGLED 

BANNER” 1991 
Perhaps the most iconic, 
chills-inducing version of the 
national anthem ever ren- 
dered, it was also the only 
one to chart as a top 20 hit— 
twice. Her powerhouse 
performance at Super Bowl 
XXV stirred the patriotism of 
a country in the midst of the 
Gulf War, and did so again in 
the wake of 9/11; in both 
cases, Houston donated her 
share of profits from the song 
to servicemen and women. 


“HOW WILLI KNOW” 
1985 
While it was first offered to 
Janet Jackson, the fifth single 
off Houston's debut album 


KEVIN COSTNER 
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I’M YOUR BABY TONIGHT 
1990 


\% 


THE BODYGUARD 
SOUNDTRACK 1992 


ended up being exactly the 
sort of buoyantly dancey 
hit—hey there, sax solo!— 
that the girl until then known 
primarily for stately ballads 
needed to be a true pop 
crossover star. And if you 
haven’t heard the remark- 
able vocals-only version 
currently making the rounds 
online, go listen right now. No 
really, go. We'll wait for you. 


ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK ALBUM 


THE PREACHER’S WIFE 
SOUNDTRACK 1996 


IN STUDIO: DIRCK HALSTEAD/TIME & LIFE PICTURES/ 


GETTY IMAGES 


“MY LOVE IS YOUR 

LOVE” 1999 
Many had already written 
off Whitney as past her 
career prime when she 
released My Love Is Your 
Love, her first studio album 
in eight years. But this 
gorgeously syncopated 
soul-pop lullaby—featuring 
a sweet cameo (“Sing, 
Mommy”) from her 


MY LOVE IS YOUR LOVE 
1998 


WHITNEY: 
THE GREATEST HITS 2000 


toddler daughter, Bobbi 
Kristina—rightfully went 
on to become her third- 
most-successful single ever, 
and redefined her for a 
younger generation. 


“| WANNA DANCE WITH 
SOMEBODY” 1987 
A spirited descendant 
of “How Will I Know,” 
this triumphant summer 


JUST WHITNEY 


2002 


single met the gold 
standard of ’80s pop, 
inspiring Time magazine 
to crown her “The Prom 
Queen of Soul.” And the 
music video, showcasing a 
shimmying, bow-bedecked 
Whitney who just wanted 
to have some fun and 

“feel the heat with some- 
body,” became an indelible 
clip of the era. 


ONE WISH: 
THE HOLIDAY ALBUM 2003 


“SO EMOTIONAL” 

1987 
“T don’t know why I like it/ 
I just do,” Houston giggles 
at the top of this giddy 
confession of a first-blush 
crush, which illuminated 
a naughtier, more rollicking 
side of the sweet-faced 
starlet. Ain’t it shocking 
what love can do? 


“| HAVE NOTHING” 

1993 
This steadily escalating 
stunner put the “power” in 
power ballad, allowing all of 
Houston’s lyrical self-doubt 
and pathos to erupt into 
sonic tidal waves of goose- 
bump-worthy bombast. 


“VM EVERY WOMAN” 

1993 
Houston took the Chaka 
Khan original out of the disco 
era and transported it into 
early-’90s R&B funkland. It 
wasn’t the biggest hit off the 
album—there was that Dolly 
Parton cover you may have 
heard of—but it’s the most 
irresistible. By the time the 
last chorus kicks in, even the 
most Y-chromosome-laden 
among us were name-check- 
ing Chaka and singing along. 


“EXHALE (SHOOP 
SHOOP)” 1995 
Perhaps knowing that it 
would be unjustly compared 
with the mammoth Bodyguard 


1 LOOK TO YOU 
2009 
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soundtrack, Houston was 
determined not to record 
new songs for Waiting to 
Exhale. But producer Kenneth 
“Babyface” Edmonds per- 
suaded her to lend her voice 
to this warm, simple groove. 
And wisely: “Exhale” 
became only the third single 
in history to debut atop the 
Billboard Hot 100. 


10 “YOU GIVE GOOD 
LOVE” 1985 

This pretty bedroom ballad, 
the first big single from her 
debut, proved that soulful 
R&B and Top 40 pop can be 
hard to tell apart when the 
lights are off. 


1 “WHERE DO BROKEN 
HEARTS GO” 1988 
“Broken Hearts” actually 


went to a lot of places— 
including the top of 
Billboard’s Hot 100. This 
searching ballad made 
Houston the first artist to 
land seven straight No. 1 
songs—an astonishing 
record that still stands. 


1 2 “GREATEST LOVE 

OF ALL” 1986 
Sure, the production is 
dated—oh, those tinkly 
Casio chords!—but her 
inspirational ballad was 
an adult-contemporary 
touchstone for a reason, and 
even inspired an especially 
memorable monologue from 
Christian Bale’s yuppie 
sociopath in the 2000 film 
American Psycho. 


| 3 “STEP BY STEP” 
1997 


The Preacher’s Wife wasn’t 
a masterpiece, but for gospel 
lovers, its soundtrack was: 


It became the best-selling 
gospel album of all time, 
moving some 6 million cop- 
ies. And its Annie Lennox- 
penned second single—an 
ode to not biting off more 
than you can chew, set toa 
churchy dance beat—peaked 
at a respectable No. 15 on 
the pop charts. 


1 A “ONE MOMENT IN 
TIME” 1988 


The Seoul Olympics needed 
an anthem, and Houston 
rose to meet the challenge 
with this majestic carpe 
diem chest-thumper. The 
song, a staple of sports 
montages, yielded one of 
Houston’s all-time best per- 
formances at the 1989 
Grammys ceremony. 


1 5 “IT’S NOT RIGHT 

BUT IT’S OKAY” 1999 
The anthem of a million 
women done wrong by a 


two-timing man. Is he 
forgiven? He is not. But will 
she move on, and eventually 
triumph? You bet your 
cheating, no-good heart. 
Just make sure you leave 
your keys by the door on 
your way out. 


16 “DIDN’T WE ALMOST 
HAVE IT ALL” 1987 

So transformative was 
Houston’s voice that she was 
able to make lite-F'M ballads 
like this one sound effort- 
lessly rich and melancholic, 
and send them directly to 
the top of the Hot 100. 


17 “MILLION DOLLAR 
BILL” 2009 

It failed to catch fire on the 
mainstream charts, but the 
Alicia Keys-co-penned single 
from Houston’s final studio 
album was a sweetly saucy 
celebration of feeling like 

hot currency in the right 


WHITNEY’S MOVIES: A FILMOGRAPHY 


THE UPCOMING REMAKE SPARKLE, SCHEDULED FOR AN AUG. 17 RELEASE, WILL MARK HOUSTON’S FINAL 
BIG-SCREEN PERFORMANCE. HERE’S A LOOK BACK AT THE POP DIVA'S FORAYS INTO ACTING. —SARA VILKOMERSON 


RELEASE DATE Nov. 25, 1992 
DIRECTED BY Mick Jackson 
ROLE Rachel Marron, an A-list 
singer in peril 

COSTARRING Kevin Costner, 
Michele Lamar Richards 

BOX OFFICE $410.9 million 

EW GRADED 

WHAT WESAID “Houston, the 
Olympian pop-sou!l diva, has 
moments of quickness and humor; 
she shows more thespian flair than 
many musicians.” 
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THE BODYGUARD WAITING TO EXHALE 
“i . = 


RELEASE DATE Dec. 22, 1995 
DIRECTED BY Forest Whitaker 
ROLE Savannah, a tough-as-nails 
TV producer 

COSTARRING Angela Bassett, 
Lela Rochon, Loretta Devine 

BOX OFFICE $815 million 


. EWGRADE B 


WHAT WE SAID “Devoted fans 
of the book will heave a sigh of 
relief for this Exhale, since, 
despite its flaws, it remains an 
exhilarating blast.” 
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RELEASE DATE Dec. 13, 1996 
DIRECTED BY Penny Marshall 
ROLE Choir mistress Julia Biggs 
COSTARRING Denzel Washington, 
Courtney B. Vance 

BOX OFFICE $48.1 million 

EW GRADE C+ 

WHAT WE SAID “Whitney 
Houston is to die for primarily 
when she sings. And there's not 
nearly enough opportunity for her 
to let loose, Bodyguard style, in 
The Preacher's Wife.” 


- 


RELEASE DATE Noy. 2, 1997, 

on ABC 

DIRECTED BY Robert !scove 
ROLE Fairy Godmother 
COSTARRING Brandy, Berna- 
dette Peters, Whoopi Goldberg 
AUDIENCE 343 million viewers 
EW GRADE B 

WHAT WESAID “Three cheers 
for a television musical with soaring 
melodies, witty lyrics, and real 
actors instead of Muzak, rhyming 
drivel, and animated biobs!” 


RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN’S 
CINDERELLA 
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GLOBE PHOTOS 


relationship, with a thrum- 
ming bass line and a climb- 
ing “oh whoa whoa” chorus. 


“VM YOUR BABY 

TONIGHT” 1990 
Houston greeted the new 
decade by changing her 
sound. Producers Babyface 
and L.A. Reid prodded her 
in a grittier, more street- 
oriented direction, but even 
in that altered (and frankly, 
less vocally demanding) 
setting, her voice remained 
a technical marvel. 


“ONE OF THOSE DAYS” 

2002 
An underrated single off an 
underrated album. Whitney 
gave women of the world an 
instruction manual for 
pampering themselves in 
the Sex and the City era: 
“Light the candles, aroma- 
therapy/Hot tub bubbles 
surrounding me/Mr. Big is 
in the background/The 


Isley Brothers gonna hold 
it down.” Not so coinciden- 
tally, the Isley Brothers’ 
iconic 1983 jam “Between 
the Sheets” provided the 
song’s backbone. 


“LOVE WILL SAVE 

THE DAY” 1988 
Though the single broke her 
streak of consecutive No. I’s, 
the Miami bass and spicy 
horns on this high-BPM 
dance-pop workout pointed 
to Houston's willingness to 


| experiment and evolve. 


“SAVING ALL MY LOVE 
FOR YOU” 1985 
Whitney’s guy has other 
priorities—and a wife. 
She knows she shouldn’t 
be last on his list, but she 
swears she'll wait for him to 
leave his lady, cause he’s 
worth it. The stuff that’s 
been piped into thousands 
of dentist offices, it was also 
her first No. 1 hit. 


“ALL AT ONCE” 
1986 
Over a quiet keyboard 
line, Whitney mourns a 
relationship that is finally, 
irrevocably over. 


“ALL THE MAN THAT 

INEED” 1990 
Houston took what had 
been a minor R&B hit for 
Sister Sledge and turned it 
into yet another No. 1. Her 
celebration of finding a 
love that “didn’t have to 
hurt to turn out right” gave 
hope to forlorn singletons 
everywhere. 


“SAME SCRIPT, 

DIFFERENT CAST” 

2000 
If the “boy” from the Brandy 
and Monica duet “The Boy 
Is Mine” grew up into a cad, 
burned Whitney, and took 
up with Deborah Cox. And 
girlfriend is pissed: “Enjoy it 
now ‘cause it won't last/ 


A . Pt Houston on the set 
se of the “How Will! 
_ Know” music video 


Same script, different cast,” 
Whitney purrs. Fun fact 

No. 1: “Same Script” samples 
the third song that every- 
body who's ever taken piano 
lessons learned to play— 
Beethoven’s “Fiir Elise.” Fun 
fact No. 2: It spawned a host 
of dance remixes; the “Victor 
Romeo Slang Vocal Mix” is 
required treadmill listening. 


“WHEN YOU BELIEVE” 

1998 
While not exactly cross- 
generational (only seven 
years separate them), this 
duet between Houston and 
Mariah Carey from the 
animated film The Prince of 
Egypt felt like the passing 
of a torch. The movie (and 
the song) weren't particu- 
larly memorable, but “Be- 
lieve” is noteworthy merely 
for bringing together two of 
the most head-spinning 
vocal talents pop music has 
ever known. & 
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PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON SAVINGS. 


ONLY PROGRESSIVE HAS THE NAME YOUR PRICE® TOOL. 
Give us a budget, and we'll show you a range of options 
so you can find something that works for you and your 
budget. Coverage you can count on at a great price. 


Now that’s Progressive. 


1-800-PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM ff PROGRESSIVE 


Progressive Casualty Ins, Co, & its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Name Your Price® is available in most states for new auto quotes. 
Price and coverage match limited by state law. Amounts entered outside of our range of coverage prices will be shown the closest 
available coverage package. Auto insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through 
independent agents/brokers. 11000067.EW (01/12) 


MERYL STREEP: ALEX BAILEY; OCTAVIA SPENCER, VIOLA DAVIS: DALE ROBINETTE (2); JEAN DUJARDIN: PETER IOVINO; 


CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER: ANDREW TEPPER: SACHA BARON COHEN AND ASA BUTTERFIELD: JAAP BUITENDIJK 


WHO WILL 
=—=WIN! = 


WILL IT BE GEORGE CLOONEY OR JEAN DUJARDIN? MERYL OR VIOLA? AS HOLLYWOOD 
GEARS UP FOR THE FEB. 26 ACADEMY AWARDS CEREMONY, 
WE TALK TO VOTERS ABOUT THE PERFORMANCES THAT MOVED THEM MOST— 
AND WE GIVE YOU THE LATEST ODDS IN EVERY CATEGORY. 
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Shailene Woodley and 
George Clooney 


IT TAKES THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE, 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND 


YEARS OF BLOOD, SWEAT AND PASSION 


TO CREATE SOMETHING ACTUALLY 


WORTH TAKING A SEAT TO ENJOY. 


WE CAN SO RELATE. 


For your consideration, the beautifully dramatic 2012 Azera. € HYUNDAI 


Hyundai is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. All rights reserved, ©2012 Hyundai Motor America. HyundaiAzera.com 


NEW THINKING. 
NEW POSSIBILITIES. 
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SOUND EDITING 


) Drive 
) The Girl With the 


Dragon Tattoo 


) Hugo 


Transformers: 
Dark of the Moon 


) War Horse 


ORIGINAL SCORE 


; O The Adventures 


of Tintin 


© The Artist 
© Hugo 
) Tinker, Tailor, 


Soldier, Spy 


© War Horse 


: ORIGINAL SONG 
) “Man or Muppet,” 


music and lyrics by 
Bret McKenzie 
The Muppets 


“Real in Rio,” 
music by Sergio 
Mendes and 
Carlinhos Brown, 
lyrics by 

iedah Garrett 
Rio 


ADVERTISEMENT 


advance 


JULIANNE 
MOORE * HARRELSON ¥ HARRIS 


If you live in or near one of 
the cities listed below, you 
can get a pass for you anda 
guest to an advance screening 
held especially for readers of 
Entertainment Weekly. 


‘TUESDAY 
MARCH 6, 2012 
7PM 


Politics would never be the same. 


GAME CHANGE 


HBOFILMS 


PREMIERES SAT, MARCH 10, 9PM 


OR WATCH IT ON HBOGO® 


e available online beginning on 2/17/12. Quantity of 
pay ontheaterca apart) sineachmarket 
sure a full house. Passes will not be available afte er 3/5/12 


VISIT WWW.EW.COM/FREESCREENING iile supplies last 
FORTHE SCREENING PASS GIVEAWAY! heaters overboo 


PREDICTIONS2012 


ACADEMY MEMBERS SPEAK— 


WE ASKED FOUR HIGH-PROFILE ACADEMY MEMBERS TO 
TELL US, ANONYMOUSLY, WHO'S GETTING THEIR 


VOTES AND WHY. THEIR ANSWERS MAY SURPRISE YOU. 
BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN AND BENJAMIN SVETKEY 
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ACTRESS 


A PAST OSCAR NOMINEE 
WHO HAS APPEARED IN BOTH 
DRAMAS AND COMEDIES 


Picture 

MONEYBALL 

It's ridiculous having 9 or 10 nomi- 
nees. That’s too many movies 

for anyone to have to watch. 
Anyway, | hated Extremely Loud & 
Incredibly Close. \t was maudlin 
and sentimental, and the whole 
movie hinged on a child actor who 
seemed like he was out of a 
sitcom. War Horse was the kind of 
movie that used to win Oscars— 
an old-fashioned sweeping epic. 
Hugo was a children’s film—and 
children’s films shouldn't win Best 
Picture. Midnight in Paris was sort 
of a soufflé: enjoyable but very 
slight. The Help was a beautiful 
movie. Great attention to detail. It 
was sentimental without being 
overwrought, but a little cutesy in 
spots. The Tree of Life was really 
interesting but a little too artsy 
and esoteric. The Descendants 
was another beautiful film, 
melancholy and odd, but a little 
sitcommy in places. The Artist 
was amazing, but | felt like it was 
an aberration. | don’t think it 
represents Hollywood in the 21st 
century. | mean, a Best Picture 


illustrations by ZOHAR LAZAR 


should have sound. So I’m going 
to vote for Moneyball. A brilliant 
film, really smartly written, but it 
didn’t condescend to the audience. 


Director 

Michel Hazanavicius 

THE ARTIST 

| love Martin Scorsese, but I’m 
voting for Michel Hazanavicius. He 
created a wonderful fantasy and 
pulled off the near-impossible. 


Actor 

Jean Dujardin 

THE ARTIST 

George Clooney turns in quietly 
beautiful performances year after 
year. He makes it look easy. And | 
loved Brad Pitt's performance. Very 
wistful and full of melancholy. But 
I'm voting for Jean Dujardin. He 
has this quiet dignity when every- 
thing falls apart. He has these little 
gestures with his hands. You could 


Ae 


see the sense of loss. It was the 
quintessential film performance— 
it’s all about his face. 


Actress 

Viola Davis 

THE HELP 

Every performance in this cate- 
gory is amazing. Glenn Close—| 
totally believed her as a man. 
Rooney Mara had this quiet inten- 
sity and rage. But she’s young and 
seemed kind of arrogant in inter- 
views, and it really does matter 
how you campaign for an Oscar. | 
love Michelle Williams, but the 
performance was a little labored 
and self-conscious. Meryl Streep 
gave a lovely, nuanced, heart- 
breaking performance, but she 


gets nominated every year. 

But Viola Davis in The Help was 
such a revelation. She anchored 
that movie. You were never aware 
that she was acting—there were 
no actor calisthenics. That’s who 
I'm voting for. 


Supporting Actor 
Jonah Hill 

MONEYBALL 

He brought out the humor in the 
character without going broad. It 
was a lovely characterization. 


Supporting Actress 
Octavia Spencer 

THE HELP 

Her performance was so wonder- 
fully grounded and quirky and 
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ferocious. She's this amazing 
actress I'd never really seen before, 
and she was holding her own 
among such amazing actors. 
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WRITER 


AN OSCAR-NOMINATED SCRIBE 
AND FILMMAKER 
KNOWN FOR MOVIES BOTH 
SILLY AND SERIOUS 

Picture 
THE TREE OF LIFE 
| like the idea that a piece’s flaws 
are as much a part of what make 
it a great work of art as its 
successes. In the case of The Tree 
of Life, | found myself shocked at 
certain points—because we were 
asked to be incredibly patient— 
and | felt a degree of labor in 
watching it. But at other points 
| felt a complete emotional 
undertow, which | can’t explain. It 
absolutely sucked me into it. | 
found it to be the most moving of 
the films | saw this year. 


Director 

Terrence Malick 

THE TREE OF LIFE 

He took the boldest risk, and he 
seems to be completely operating 
inside his own head while some- 
how being able to manifest it on 
screen. | felt like it all headed 
toward something really universal. 


Actor 

Demidn Bichir 

A BETTER LIFE 

This category is incredibly strong 
this year because the perfor- 
mances are so different. | like 
Demian Bichir because it’s a per- 
formance akin to those given by 


amateurs in Italian neorealist films. 


Demian managed to erase any 
acting technique. It’s interesting to 
see him and Jean Dujardin in the 
same category because they're 
such different performances. 


Actress 

Viola Davis 

THE HELP 

| really loved Meryl Streep's per- 
formance in Julie & Julia, which 
got slightly less attention than 
The Iron Lady. But I'd give the 


edge to Viola because she walked 
a tightrope over a yawning chasm 
of sentimentality that her perfor- 
mance could have devolved into. 


Supporting Actor 
Christopher Plummer 
BEGINNERS 

| love the light touch of that film. 
The details of his illness [he’s 
dying from cancer] were very 
accurate, | thought. For me there 
was no sentiment in it, just an 
effort at self-preservation. 
When confronted with terminal 
illness, one deploys all these 
things to not cave in mentally— 
and | can see that happening in 
that character. 


Supporting Actress 
Janet McTeer 

ALBERT NOBBS 

| don’t know who I'm going to 


vote for! Which may mean | 
won't vote in this category. | need 
to do a little bit more homework. 
But Janet McTeer kicked ass. 
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PRODUCER 


A WHEELER-DEALER WHO 
MAKES BIG-BUDGET ACTION 
FILMS, THRILLERS, AND 
COMEDIES, BUT ALSO THE 
OCCASIONAL LOVE STORY 


Picture 

THE ARTIST 

| hate to sound like I’m using a 
pun, but I'm going with this 
because of the artistry behind it. 
They took a silent movie, in black 
and white, and the emotional way 
they conveyed it is very modern. 


It is about something eternal: The 
caveman who can’t figure out 
how to light a fire gets left behind. 
Mankind evolves, and it’s always 
difficult when things evolve past 
you. We're always worried about 
becoming obsolete—particularly 
in Hollywood! In a year where 
there were a lot of good movies 
but not particularly great movies, 
The Artist got me because it's 

so enjoyable. 


Director 

Michel Hazanavicius 

THE ARTIST 

It's a tricky group. There wasn’t a 
bravado film that got put on one 
person's back. Hazanavicius has 
my vote, and | think he'll win, but 
it'll be very close because Scorsese 
made a similar film [Hugo] ina 
new medium and put his heart 
and passion into it. Ultimately, | 
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think The Artist is a better film 
and satisfies on more levels. 


Actor 

George Clooney 

THE DESCENDANTS 

This one got pretty interesting 
[when Jean Dujardin won the 
SAG award]. There's an 
appreciation for what Jean did. 
He gave a brilliant performance 
without speaking a word. | still 
think George is my choice. | really 
appreciate what George did, with 
his subtleties and vulnerabilities. 


Actress 

Meryl Streep 

THE IRON LADY 

Tough one. It’s weirdly similar to 
lead actor in the sense that one 
is a little showier—what Meryl 
did to become the prime minister 
and get lost in that role—and one 


is more subtle, which is what 
Viola Davis did in The Help. I'm 
favoring Meryl. She did some- 
thing that’s very hard to do 

and is always scrutinized—to 
perform an accent and play an 
icon—and she did it seamlessly. 
It's a better performance ina 
mediocre movie. 


Supporting Actor 
Christopher Plummer 
BEGINNERS 

He's someone everyone has 
always loved and he got out in 
front of this horse race very early, 
with no one to catch him. He has 
my vote, and | think the Academy 
wants to honor someone with 
the breadth of his career. Every- 
one hopes to be Christopher 
Plummer at that age. 


Supporting Actress 
Octavia Spencer 

THE HELP 

It was a great performance, and 
she was beloved by everyone 
who knew that book. One of the 
virtues of that film, and why it 
deserved the [ensemble] win it 
got at the SAG Awards, was all 
of those actors were terrific. The 
Academy is going to want to 
award one of them, if not two of 
them. Octavia feels like a lock. 


riujfe 


EXECUTIVE 


A STUDIO EXEC WITH 
EXPERIENCE HANDLING ALL 
TYPES OF MOVIES, FROM BLOCK- 


BUSTERS TO OSCAR FARE 


Picture 

THE ARTIST 

A Best Picture winner is like a 
cocktail. It’s not just one thing, 
it’s how all the things go 
together. I’m picking The Artist. 
It has a certain amount of risk 
to it because it’s silent and in 
black and white. But it’s not 
silent and black-and-white and 
depressing—it’s silent and black- 
and-white and uplifting. It recalls 
a time we're all nostalgic for, 
when movies were the predomi- 
nant cultural influence and movie 
stars were royalty, which | think 
is something that’s going away. 


Director 

Michel Hazanavicius 

THE ARTIST 

I'm voting for the Artist guy. If 
Marty Scorsese had not won 
already for The Departed, | would 
have voted for him for Hugo, but 
he won too recently. 


Actor 

George Clooney 

THE DESCENDANTS 

His performance was extraordinary. 
It was lovely and nuanced. He's the 
closest thing we have now to an 
all-around versatile actor-slash- 
movie star. | look at the grosses of 
The Descendants and | know that 
the grosses are about him. 


Actress 

Viola Davis 

THE HELP 

I'm not voting for Meryl Streep. | 
thought she was better in Julie & 
Julia. In the pantheon of Meryl 


performances-slash-imperson- 
ations, this one was not as good as 
others. I'm voting for Viola Davis. 


Supporting Actor 
Christopher Plummer 
BEGINNERS 

He's the bee's knees. And | have 
thought so since 1965. He is an 
actor’s actor. And he’s somebody 
who isn’t afraid of his age. He 
plays old guys. Unabashedly old. 
And | appreciate that. 


Supporting Actress 
Octavia Spencer 

THE HELP 

It was the kind of performance 
that back in August, you got up 
out of your seat and said, 

“She's going to win.” And nothing 
has changed since that moment. 
The history of movies tends 

to favor performances like that— 
flashy, comedic. It’s a perfect 
supporting part. ml 


Ube Panel OSCAR SUNDAY 


HERE'S WHAT TO DO, WATCH, AND WEAR TO MAKE YOUR FEB. 26 
A FABULOUS ONE. —ADAM MARKOVITZ 


7:30 a.m. EST Rise and shine, it’s Oscar day! “es 

8 a.m.” Check out Good Morning America’s Oscar kickoff on . : « 

ABC to get in the mood, } 
1. a.m. Much of your day will be filled with red-carpet gawking, by 


so add some real culture. Watch Le Voyage Dans la Lune, the 
Georges Méliés short featured in Best Picture nominee Hugo. 


Noon Whether you're watching solo or throwing a party, you're going 
to want an Oscar-themed feast—so get cooking. May we 


suggest ballpark franks for Moneyball? Or perhaps an 
“Extremely Browned & Incredible Roast,” followed by 
black-and-white cookies in honor of The Artist? 


1 p.m, Listen to Best Song nominees “Man or Muppet” from 
The Muppets and “Real in Rio” from Rio. 


1:30 p.m. The TV coverage ramps up with El’s Countdown to the Red 
Carpet, a rundown of all the nominees along with fashion scoop. It’s 
like a tailgating party for a sports game, except with better clothes. ~, 


aa. 


3:30 p.m. Speaking of sports, if someone tries to watch the Daytona 500 
or the evening's NBA All-Star Game, explain that a Lisbeth Salander-style 
beat-down awaits anyone who dares to change the channel. 


5 p.m. Academy Awards Red Carpet Countdown begins on the TV 


Guide Network. Since it’s 5 o'clock, it’s time to break out Oscar-themed 
cocktails. Dry Martini Scorsese, anyone? 


5:30 p.m. E's Live From the Red Carpet gets rolling with Ryan 
Seacrest & Co. dissecting every last thread of A-list wardrobe. 


6 p.m. The stars are putting the last touches on their outfits 
now, and so should you. Apply your temporary dragon tattoo 
and throw on a Descendants-style Hawaiian lei. 


7 p.m, As the preshow begins on ABC, get out your Oscar ballots =~ 
and place your bets. And don't miss our live blog on EW.com. 


8:30 p.m. The show begins! 


“Check local listings 
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THE WAIT IS NEARLY OVER. WILL THE ACADEMY RAISE A LOUD CHEER FOR THE SILENT FILM 


m= PICTURE m 


Under this year’s balloting 
regulations, Academy 
members will rank all nine 
Best Picture nominees. The 
No. 1 votes will be tabulated 
first, then the No. 2s—so a 
film needs to be near the 
top of many ballots to be 
named the Oscar winner. 
Six of this year’s entries— 
The Tree of Life, Moneyball, 
Midnight in Paris, War 
Horse, The Descendants, 
and Extremely Loud & 
Incredibly Close—are clearly 
at the back of the pack. 
Though it took home the 
Screen Actors Guild award 
for best cast, The Help lacks 
the support of voters in 

the craft and technical 
branches to make it a strong 
contender. And even though 
Hugo amassed the most 
nominations, its lack of 
acting nods hurts its 
chances as well. So with 
wins from the Producers 
Guild and Directors Guild 
(and 10 Oscar nods), The 
Artist seems poised to 
become the second silent 
Best Picture winner in 
Oscar history. 
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THE ARTIST? WE SAY YES. READ ON FOR ALL OUR OSCAR PREDICTIONS. BY DAVE KARGER 


y y y f / 


PREDICTIONS2012 


35” 


GEORGE CLOONEY 
| THE DESCENDANTS 


— BEST— 15° 
=m ACTOR m oe 


For first-timers Demian Bichir 
and Gary Oldman, the nomina- 
tion is the win here. And Brad 
Pitt reminded us all that 

he's more than just a tabloid 
fixure—he's a tremendous 
actor as well. But this amounts 
to a race between George 
Clooney, the elder statesman 
looking for a Best Actor trophy 
to match his Supporting Actor 
prize for 2005's Syriana, and 
Jean Dujardin, the revelation 
who accomplished so much by 
saying so little. Dujardin won 
the Screen Actors Guild prize, 
which indicates strong industry 
support. But our money is 

still on Clooney for pushing JEAN DUJARDIN 
himself to places unknown in THE ARTIST 

The Descendants. 


10* 
DEMIAN BICHIR 
ABETTER LIFE 


10” 


GARY OLDMAN 
TINKER, TAILOR, 
SOLDIER, SPY 


BEsT— 


ma ACTRESS me 


Golden Globe winner Michelle 
Williams, so luminous as Marilyn 
Monroe, has likely already had 

her moment in the awards-show 
spotlight. And the fierce Rooney 

Mara should be proud to be this year's 
youngest acting nominee. In a weaker 
year, theyd have had a shot at the 
win, but not this time. As for the other 
three candidates? This year marks the 
third time Meryl Streep and Glenn 
Close are both up for a Best Actress 
Oscar. On the two previous occasions, 
they both lost (to Moonstruck’s 

Cher in 1988 and The Accused's 

Jodie Foster in 1989, to be precise). 
And it looks like history is about to 
repeat itself. In her first-ever lead 

film role (hard to believe in itself), 
Viola Davis, ever graceful and under- 
stated in The Help, provides the most 
emotional heft of the five nominated 
performances. And in a tight race, 
that makes all the difference. 


GLENN CLOSE 
ALBERT NOBBS 


1 


MERYL STREEP THE IRON LADY 


30° 
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bey 
% KENNETH 
BRANAGH 


\ 
5x . 
NICK NOLTE OI 


CHRISTOPHER 7 
PLUMMER y 
30% 
MICHEL 
HAZANAVICIUS 


25% 


MARTIN SCORSESE 


20% 


WOODY ALLEN 


30° 


MAX VON SYDOW 
EXTREMELY LOUD & 
INCREDIBLY CLOSE 


Can anyone beat Christopher Plummer? In a word: No. Nick Nolte is carrying 
SUPPORTING the torch for Warrior, easily the most underappreciated film of the year; 


Bi A C T 0 R Kenneth Branagh deserves praise for so successfully embodying one of his 15% 
personal heroes (Laurence Olivier); and Jonah Hill has certainly changed the 
course of his career with his acclaimed turn in Moneyball. There's a lot of TERRENCE 
support for Extremely Loud’s Max von Sydow, whose touching performance MALICK 
as a mute gives voters a third acting category in which to recognize silent acm 
work. But this category belongs to 82-year-old Plummer, who brought such % 
vitality to his out-and-proud widower in Beginners. 10 0 

ALEXANDER 


PAYNE 


mm D/RECTOR me 


Last year’s Best Director race was a 
competition between four established 
% ¥ JANET McTEER filmmakers and one relative newcomer, 
10 ALBEI Tom Hooper, who ended up winning the 
prize. The dichotomy between veterans 
and rookies is even more pronounced this 


VON SYDOW: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL; BRANAGH: LAURENCE CENDROWICZ; NOLTE: CHUCK ZLOTNICK; HILL: MELINDA SUE GORDON; HAZANAVICIUS, BE JO: PETER IOVINO (2); ALLEN: ROGER ARPAJOU; PAYNE: MERIE WALLACE; MCCARTHY: SUZANNE HANOVER; 


2 

3 —— |RisSi, — It’s always exciting when the Academy changes pace a bit and year. Martin Scorsese, Woody Allen, 

i = recognizes a comedic performance. And it’s particularly fun when that Alexander Payne, and Terrence Malick 

2 SUPPORTING performance is as gonzo as Melissa McCarthy's in Bridesmaids. Though have a combined 34 previous Oscar 

: 2 HEB Cte expressive Bérénice Bejo, versatile Jessica Chastain, and formidable nominations and five wins, while The 

i" A ¢ T R E S S Janet McTeer all more than earned their nominations, McCarthy is Artist's writer-director-coeditor, Michel 

3 the only real contender with any shot to dethrone this year’s Supporting Hazanavicius, earned his first three nods 
Z Actress steamroller, Octavia Spencer. But given Spencer's awards- this year. But as we learned last year, 

é season dominance (she’s already won the Critics’ Choice, Golden Globe, Academy members are often blind to 

5 and SAG awards for her commanding performance in The Help), experience and acknowledge the film (and 
= even that would be a shock. Minny Jackson was clearly a role Spencer filmmaker) that moved them the most. 

5 was born to play, and she and Viola Davis are poised to become the In that case, the first-time nominee will 

& first-ever pair of African-American acting winners from the same film. also become a first-time winner. 


February 24, 2012 EW.COM | 47 


RPREDICTIONS2012 | 


RACES 


OUR PICKS IN THE REMAINING CATEGORIES 


BY DAVE KARGER AND THOM GEIER 


ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY 
Even fans of The Artist have 
to concede that Woody 
Allen’s Midnight in Paris 
script is the most magical 
and delightful of the year. 


ADAPTED SCREENPLAY 

If the Academy’s recent pen- 
chant for scripts with one 
credited writer continues, 
John Logan’s Hugo could 
benefit. But Alexander 
Payne, Nat Faxon, and Jim 
Rash’s insightful screenplay 
for The Descendants 
stands to top Aaron Sorkin 
and Steven Zaillian’s more 
clinical Moneyball. 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 
Iran’s A Separation 

leads the field, though it’s 
worth noting that there is a 
Holocaust drama in the mix 
(Poland’s In Darkness). 


ANIMATED FEATURE 
Rango, all the way. 


ANIMATED SHORT FILM 
The standout is former 
Pixar designer William 
Joyce and Brandon 
Oldenburg’s delightful The 
Fantastic Flying Books of 
Mr. Morris Lessmore. 
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EDITING Since this award 
usually matches up with 
Best Picture, The Artist is 
poised to beat runners-up 
Hugo and The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo. 


CINEMATOGRAPHY Look 
for Emmanuel Lubezki’s 
breathtaking The Tree of 
Life camera work to trump 
Hugo and The Artist. 


ART DIRECTION If there’s 
one award the visually 
stunning Hugo has in the 
bag, it’s this one. 


COSTUME DESIGN The 
Artist’s 1920s duds aren’t 
as showy as many Oscar 


extravagant competitors, it 
should sew up a victory. 


MAKEUP In a race 
between films featuring 
transformed female stars, 


The 


Rise of the Planet 
of the Apes 


The Iron Lady has the 
advantage over Albert Nobbs. 


ORIGINAL SCORE Even with 
| the brouhaha over the film’s 
| use of Bernard Herrmann’s 


Vertigo music, The Artist 
(scored by Ludovic Bource) 
is the clear favorite. 


ORIGINAL SONG With only 
two nominees, it’s a 50/50 
call. Expect The Muppets’ 
“Man or Muppet” to beat 
Sergio Mendes, Carlinhos 


| Brown, and Siedah 
winners. But with few overly 


Garrett’s Rio tune. 


VISUAL EFFECTS If there’s a 
mini—Hugo sweep, it could 
take this prize. But the 
impressive motion-capture 
simians from Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes should 
prove too bold to overlook. 


SOUND MIXING With The 
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo 
and War Horse in the mix, 
there’s a lot to choose from. 
But overall support for Hugo 
may extend here. 


Midnight 
sin Paris 


SOUND EDITING Hugo again. 


DOCUMENTARY FEATURE 
The favorite is Paradise 
Lost 3: Purgatory, about 
the West Memphis Three 
convicts, who left prison 
last year thanks in part to 
the filmmakers. If there’s 
an upset, it might be Wim 
Wenders’ 3-D dance film 
Pina or If a Tree Fails, about 
a jailed ecoterrorist. 


DOCUMENTARY SHORT 

A toss-up. We pick Saving 
Face, about Pakistani 
women recovering from 
acid attacks by their fami- 
lies, over the Iraq-war-set 
Incident in New Baghdad 
and God Is the Bigger Elvis, 
about actress-turned-nun 
Mother Dolores Hart. 


LIVE ACTION SHORT Raju, 
about a German couple 
adopting a boy in India, is 
moving. But the edge goes 
to The Shore, an Ireland- 
set yarn from director Terry 
George (Hotel Rwanda). 
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NEILGAVIN 


HE Ballad of 


J 


VC 


The outspoken songstress 
has run the gauntlet 
of } 
, and 
tabloid : 
She nearly took her own 
life. Bowed but not 
broken, she emerges from 
the ashes with her 

in years. 
BY MELISSA MAERZ 


VOT 
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is sick of people thinking 
she’s lost her mind. “You’re 
treated like s--- if you’re 
perceived as crazy,” says 
the 45-year-old singer, 
who’s preparing to release 
her ninth studio album, 
How About I Be Me (And You 
Be You)? As that defensive 
title suggests, she believes 
she’s been treated very 
badly, especially since 

Dec. 8. That’s when the 
mother of four married 
drug counselor Barry 
Herridge in a pink 

Cadillac in Las Vegas, and 
ended up buying crack on 
her wedding night. 


COUT CUETO TEASER EEE 


52 | EW.COM February 24, 2012 


“Tf you listen to this record 


from the beginning through, 


hopefully you will hear 
it end joyfully. It was a 


Journey towards happiness.” 


—SINEAD O'CONNOR 


SLUR 


‘os ) 


(O’Connor, who doesn’t drink, said she 
had wanted to buy marijuana but the 
dealer mistakenly handed her some- 
thing stronger.) Caving to pressure 
from Herridge’s family, the couple broke 
up just weeks later, on Christmas Eve. 
The whole experience sent O’Connor 
into a very public tailspin. She was still 
capable of giving performances so 
emotionally vivid that she had “the 
power to make the hairs stand up on the 
back of your neck” (as one critic said of 
a series of comeback performances she 
gave in Manchester, England, last year). 
But suddenly she seemed to be letting 
those emotions get the best of her. Since 
last fall, she has taken to revealing 
explicit details about her life to her 
thousands of Twitter followers, posting 
that she’d been considering having sex 
with fruits and vegetables (she later 
insisted she was joking) or confessing 
that a male fan had offered to hook up 
with her while wearing a mask of Pope 
John Paul II, whose photo she famously 


tore up on Saturday Night Live in 1992. 

But after her split from Herridge, her 
tone got far more serious. On Jan. 11, 
she revealed that she had tried to 
commit suicide the previous week by 
overdosing on pills, and was thinking 
about trying again. “Does [anyone] know 
a psychiatrist in Dublin or Wicklow who 
could urgently see me today please?” she 
pleaded on Twitter. “I’m really unwell 
and in danger. And I desperately need to 
get back on meds today.” 

After fans responded with doctor 
referrals, O’Connor checked herself 
into a hospital. Since then, she’s been 
treating her depression with prescrip- 
tion drugs. But it’s clear that she’s not 
through baring everything for her fans: 
Feb. 20 will mark the release of How 
About I Be Me (And You Be You)?, a deeply 
affecting and confessional record—and 
easily her best work in years. 

For her London-based record label 
One Little Indian, O’Connor’s openness 
about her personal issues isn’t a 


S3OVWI ALLI39/NISSSOH BINS 


WITH CLOSE: DAVID LIVINGSTON/GETTY IMAGES; WITH HERRIDGE: BRUJA/PACIFICCOASTNEWS.COM 


problem. “Sinéad’s strong and some- 
times outspoken views are something 
that should be applauded for a woman 
in such a male-dominated business,” 
says Colin Wallace, who handles the 
label’s international AGR and promo- 
tions. Still, it’s a little heartbreaking 
that the album includes two songs 
about marriage, both of them blissfully 
happy. “I’m gonna marry my love/And 
we'll be happy for all time,” O’Connor 
vows on the upbeat acoustic jam “4th 
and Vine,” before the song explodes into 
a giddy chorus of “I will, I will, I will, I 
will” and “I do, I do, I do, I do.” 

You get the sense that this is a woman 
with so much love to give, but few people 
close to her are strong enough to with- 
stand it all. “4th and Vine” was actually 
written about a wedding that never 
happened. The lyrics were inspired not 
by Herridge but by O’Connor’s previous 
boyfriend, Frank Bonadio—the father of 
her youngest child, 5-year-old Yeshua— 
who was separated from his then wife 


when he and O’Connor met. On the 
moving single-mother anthem “I Had a 
Baby,” O’Connor imagines how growing 
up without his father might affect her 
son: “I had a fling with/A man that 
wasn’t mine to be with.... But I had a 
baby.... [don’t know why he should suffer 
instead of me.... lwish I wasn’t so crazy.” 
Asked about the wedding scene in “4th 
and Vine,” O’Connor confesses, “There 
were one or two songs that I wrote 
hoping they might come true.” 

At times, How About I Be Me feels 
uncomfortably dark. “Reason With Me” 
is a haunting ballad written from the 
perspective of a heroin addict who’s 
hawked a stranger’s television for 
drugs. Even the cries for help are eerie: 
“l’m gonna call that number one of 
these days,” O’Connor intones on the 
track. “It’s not too late.” 

O’Connor will tell you that this is just 
good storytelling. “To understand me 
as an artist, it’s impossible to put aside 
my Irishness,” she says, her voice husky 


(Clockwise from left) 
Sinéad O'Connor per- 
forming in London 
last year; with Glenn 
Close at the Albert 
Nobbs soundtrack 
release party; on her 
wedding day with 
Barry Herridge 


C0 
from the flu she’s still getting over. 
“Most of my behavior could be traceable 
back to a tradition, which has existed for 
centuries, of Irish artists being terribly 
concerned about how their society is 
run.” Indeed, she’s always used her 
music as a platform for speaking up 
about social issues, from her faith (she 
became a priest in 1999) to her sexuality 
(she outed herself as a lesbian in 2000, 
though five years later she amended that 
claim, telling ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, 
“Tm three-quarters heterosexual, a 
quarter gay”) to her unconventional 
approach to motherhood (her children 
come from four different fathers). Her 
somber new song “V.I.P.” stresses how 
spiritually bankrupt fame can make 
you. “50 Cent’s album is called Get Rich 
or Die Tryin’,” she says. “That’s exactly 
the result of it.” 

Certainly her own relationship with 
fame continues to trouble her. After her 
split from Herridge, the press covered 
her mercilessly, mocking her weight 
and her mental state. But she says she 
and Herridge are trying to work things 
out. And she still wants to be able to 
share her feelings with her fans. 

“In a way, my records are diaries,” 
she says. “And if you listen to this 
record from the beginning through, 
hopefully you will hear it end joyfully. It 
was ajourney towards happiness.” So is 
she happy now? “I’ve been through a 
hellish, unpleasant time,” she says. “But 
I'll get there.” = 
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Justin Theroux 
photographed 
on Feb. 6, 2012, 
in Los Angeles 
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YOU WERE TO WALK through the lobby of the 

Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles and spot Justin 

Theroux sitting at a small table—dressed in 
—_________ black from his fedora to his leather boots, drinking 
espresso and chewing an occasional piece of Nicorette gum— 
you'd probably recognize him from, well, something. You might 
remember him from his roles in films like American Psycho or 
TV shows like Parks and Recreation and Sex and the City, in 
which he improbably played two different love interests for 
Carrie Bradshaw in two different seasons. (“Apparently it’s a 
Trivial Pursuit question,” he says.) Perhaps someone would 
whisper to you that he’s a hot screenwriter thanks to hits like 
Tropic Thunder and Iron Man 2. Or, if you’ve been anywhere near 
a supermarket magazine rack recently, you’d know him, as he 
says drily, “from my role as the Boyfriend in a Relationship’— 
with an actress named Jennifer Aniston. 

More than most actors, Theroux is a moving target, bouncing 
between small roles and big ones, art films and blockbusters, 
dramas and comedies, T'V and film. “I’ve had the most unpre- 
dictable career path—it’s really a career stumble,” says the 
actor, 40. It’s fitting, then, that Theroux’s latest film is called 
Wanderlust. In the R-rated comedy, which was directed by 
David Wain and opens Feb. 24, Theroux plays a charismatic, not 
entirely trustworthy commune leader named Seth who seduces 
a stressed-out New York couple (Aniston and Paul Rudd) into 
joining his backwoods utopia. With his long hair, bushy beard, 
and it’s-all-good hippie vibe, Seth could not be less like Theroux 
himself. (“I own one pair of flip-flops and that’s it,” he says. “I 
don’t like loose clothing—it always makes me feel slightly out 
of control.”) But Seth’s got a quality Theroux loves to portray: 
“Sincere insincerity,” he says. “My wheelhouse is douche bags.” 

His wheelhouse is actually a lot bigger than that. The 
Washington, D.C., native grew up among writers. His mother 
is a journalist and author, and he is the nephew of travel 
writer Paul Theroux and poet and novelist Alexander 
Theroux. He initially planned to be an artist; acting was his 
second love. “I thought I was going to be a guy who painted 
and smoked and didn’t do much of anything else,” he says. But 
in the mid-’90s, acting work in the New York theater led to 
small parts in movies like Romy and Michele’s High School 
Reunion. “Justin was always tough to put your finger on,” says 
Rudd, who has known Theroux since they were both up-and- 
coming actors in New York. “He’s always had a bit of mystery 
about him. He’s a creative guy who has all these different 
interests, and I think he gets bored with just one thing.” 

In1997, Theroux met Ben Stiller during the run of a Broadway 
play he was doing with Stiller’s then girlfriend Jeanne Tripple- 
horn. At first Stiller wasn’t sure what to make of Theroux, who 
wore all black, rode a motorcycle, spoke Chinese, worked as a 
bartender to pay the rent, and decorated his apartment with 
interesting things he found in Dumpsters (a salvaged toilet 
served as a candelabrum). “I thought, ‘Who is this guy?” Stiller 
remembers. “He seemed like kind of a New York hipster dude. 
But when I got to know him, I quickly realized he was the real 
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JUSTIN’S RESUME 


HIS CAREER IS ALL OVER THE PLACE, AND HE WOULDN'T 
HAVE IT ANY OTHER WAY.—JOSH ROTTENBERG 


WRITER 


TROPIC THUNDER (2008) 
Theroux and Ben Stiller spent years honing the 
script for this Hollywood-skewering comedy. 


IRON MAN 2 (2010) 
The superhero sequel carried huge expecta- 
tions. “That was terrifying,” Theroux says. 


ZOOLANDER 2 (TBA) 
Theroux and Stiller teamed up again on a script 
for a planned sequel to the 2001 comedy. 


deal.” Theroux showed Stiller some stabs he’d made at screen- 
writing, and the two soon began kicking around an idea for a 
comedy about self-important Hollywood actors who are filming 
a war movie and blunder into a real war—an idea that would 
become 2008's Tropic Thunder, co-written with Etan Cohen. 

“Ben was really the first person to believe in my ability as a 
writer,” says Theroux, who went straight from Tropic Thunder 
to writing Iron Man 2. Since then he has worked on the screen- 
play for the upcoming musical comedy Rock of Ages and 
recently finished co-writing Zoolander 2 with Stiller, a project 
Theroux hopes to direct. He’s also developing an animated 
show for Fox about a left-leaning Archie Bunker-type dad. 
“Now all of a sudden I have a seat at my own family table,” he 
says of the writers in the Theroux clan. Then he laughs. 
“Although I don’t know if they altogether respect [my screen- 
writing], because it’s been a lot of fart jokes.” 


FOR YEARS THEROUX CONSIDERED it a mark of his success that, 
aside from the occasional David Lynch freak who'd approach 
him to ask about his work in Mulholland Drive, he was enough 
of a chameleon that he wasn’t often recognized on the street. 
In the past year, though, because of his relationship with Aniston, 
he’s had a crash course in navigating the world of paparazzi 
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ACTOR 


SEX AND THE CITY (1998-99) 
He played two different guys interested in 
Carrie Bradshaw (Sarah Jessica Parker) in 
two different seasons of the HBO series. 


AMERICAN PSYCHO (2000) 
Theroux first landed on many moviegoers’ 
radars with his role as a Wall Street yuppie 

friend of Christian Bale’s serial killer. 


THE DISTRICT (2000-01) 
Working as a series regular on this CBS cop 
drama didn’t suit the actor's restless 


CHARLIE’S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE 
(2003) 
He put on an Irish accent (and took 
off his shirt) to play the ex-boyfriend 
of Drew Barrymore's Angel. 


SIX FEET UNDER (2003-04) 
In seasons 3 and 4 of the HBO series, 
he was a cerebral boyfriend of the 
tempestuous Brenda (Rachel Griffiths). 


JOHN ADAMS (2008) 
Theroux traded his fedora for a tricorne 
hat to play founding father John Hancock 

in this acclaimed HBO miniseries, 


PARKS AND RECREATION (2010) 
Theroux guest-starred in four episodes 
of the NBC sitcom, playing a love 
interest for Amy Poehler’s Leslie Knope. 


YOUR HIGHNESS (2011) 
As an evil wizard who kidnaps 
a princess, he chewed the scenery 
in this stoner fantasy comedy. 


WANDERLUST (2012) 
“He's so free and easygoing and doesn’t 
care,” Theroux says of his narcissistic 
commune leader. “I'm the exact opposite.” 


CHARLIE’S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE: DARREN MICHAELS; SIX FEET UNDER: EVERETT COLLECTION; WANDERLUST: GEMMA LA MANA; 


ANISTON AND THEROUX: JAMES DEVANEY/WIREIMAGE.COM 


nature. “It was hard on the spirit,” he says. 


MULHOLLAND DRIVE (2001) 
Originally conceived as a pilot for a TV 
series, David Lynch's dark meditation on 
Hollywood featured Theroux as a director. 


and tabloid headlines. “That’s definitely new for me,” he says. 
“She’s a pro at it, though. I take a lot of my cues from her. But 
it’s just something that...” He pauses. “What's the other option? 
I’m not going to let them dictate the way I want to live my life.” 

Despite what’s been reported, Theroux and Aniston didn’t 
actually meet for the first time on the set of Wanderlust. “We met 
around five years ago when I was working on Tropic Thunder,” 
Theroux says. “She was vacationing on Kauai with her friend 
Courteney [Cox], and I met her one weekend.” While Theroux 
would love to keep the relationship private, he knows that Anis- 
ton’s personal life is its own strange reality-distortion field, 
making him a new character in a soap opera. “I’m fully aware 
there’s some other me walking around out there that has nothing 
to do with me,” he says. “I have a good friend in the industry who, 
when this first started happening, said, “They’re going to start 
writing a narrative for you that’s completely inaccurate. You can 
either kick back and laugh at it or you can try to chase it’ I’ve 
chosen to kick back and laugh at it as much as possible.” 

On any given day, the tabloids are reporting one of several 
mix-and-match story lines: Aniston is pregnant. Aniston is not 
pregnant. The two are getting married. The two are breaking 
up. “If you say everything, eventually one of those things will be 
right,” Theroux says wryly. “But I’m here to tell you we’re 


/ (From left) Tropic 
under, Iron Man 2, 
(Zoolander, Sex and the 
| City, Charlie’s Angels: 
{ Full Throttle, Six Feet 
Under, Wanderlust, 
and Theroux with 
Jennifer Aniston 


actually happy and there’s nothing wrong. Unfortunately, that’s 
less interesting than ‘Everything is falling apart.” For an actor, 
he says, the spotlight “makes your job more difficult—I’ll need 
bigger and bigger beards and glasses and wigs to disappear 
into roles. But the heart takes you wherever it takes you.” 


THE LUNCHTIME CROWD at the Chateau is thinning out when 
John Krasinski and his wife, Emily Blunt, come over to say hi. 
“T saw a hat at a jaunty angle and I thought, ‘There he is!’” 
Blunt says excitedly. Theroux jokes with Krasinski about the 
preview for the Office star’s new movie, Big Miracle. “I know 
it’s for 9-year-olds, but f---, it was making me cry,” he says. 

Theroux gets ready to head out, picking up his black leather 
jacket and aviator sunglasses. His preferred mode of transport 
is amotorcycle. “There was a period when I was younger when 
it was all about how fast you can go and how tight you can take 
acorner,” he says. “I’m definitely not that guy anymore. Now it’s 
transportation. But I do like taking long rides on vacation. I 
can put on an iPod, ride all day long, pull into the hotel 
exhausted—and do the same thing 10 days running.” 

There’s another nice thing about riding a motorcycle, of 
course: When you put on your helmet, you could be anyone 
under there. m 
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Reese Witherspoon 
and Tom Hardy; 
; eS Chris Pine 
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This Means War 


STARRING Reese Witherspoon, Tom Hardy, 


Chris Pine 
DIRECTED BY J/cG 


PG-13, 1 HR., 36 MINS. 


By Lisa Schwarzbaum 
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ART SPY CAPER, part buddy 
picture, part romantic comedy, part 
raunchy-girl-talk sex farce, This 
Means War has been assembled 
with all the haphazardness of an 
amateur science experiment. 
The project was directed by the 
amped-up industry go-getter 
McG (Charlie’s Angels), and it’s had a long trial-and-error 
history. The initial script dates back a century—or at least 
about a decade—and the string of famous guys who didn’t 
take the dual lead male roles reportedly includes Bradley 
Cooper, Seth Rogen, Sam Worthington, and, stretching 
even further back, Chris Rock and Martin Lawrence. All 
this fiddling and fumbling shows on the screen. And yet, 
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THE CABIN IN THE WOODS: DIYAH PERA; SAFE HOUSE: JASIN BOLAND 


and yet...I confess I enjoyed everything that’s 
all over the place about the finished product. 
This Means War may have been hammered 
together by brute Hollywood force, but 
there's this going for it: It’s game to throw in 
anything that’ll keep the motor running. 

Star Trek’s Chris “Blue Eyes” Pine plays a 
top-ranked CIA agent and ladies’ man clumsily 
nicknamed FDR. Inception’s Tom “Blue Eyes” 
Hardy plays a fellow spy whiz and soulful 
divorced dad clumsily nicknamed Tuck. 

The two are best friends, which makes the 
revelation that they have fallen for the same 
woman, Lauren, particularly sticky. Not that 
one can blame them: Reese “Blue Eyes” 
Witherspoon plays her with sunny charm. 
And with a new feeling of relaxed confidence 
(rather than taut eagerness) radiating off 
her every smile, Lauren—an efficient 
product analyzer at a consumer-advocacy 
magazine—is inarguably crushworthy. 

FDR and Tuck learn of their shared love 
interest only when it’s too late and they’re 
both in it to win it. And so, utilizing crack spy 
strategies, they simultaneously put all their 
best moves on the lady. Meanwhile, they keep 
tabs on each other’s progress, and they ain’t 
too proud to sabotage whoever’s in the lead. (I 
imagine a lot of foggy brainstorming sessions 
went into plotting all those elaborate dating 
maneuvers. A fistful of fellows receive credit 
for the screenplay and/or the story.) For her 
part, Lauren doesn’t know that her two new 
beaux are also buds. All she knows is that 
she’s got the dreamy problem of having to 
choose A or B, and for unreliable guidance, 
she consults her best friend, Trish, a wife 
and mother with the kind of dirty mind and 
potty mouth one would expect when casting 
brassy TV talk-show host Chelsea Handler in 
the role. There’s no reason that particular 
spice has been added to the stew, but hey, 
I’ve tasted worse. Likewise, Inglourious 
Basterds’ professional German scowler 
Til Schweiger shows up as an international 
spy-world baddie. He’s welcome too. 

As is true in most buddy pictures, the real 
love in This Means War is between FDR and 
Tuck. Pine and Hardy are an odd choice as 
Men Who Bond. Pine behaves like a player 
on Entourage; Hardy broods as if he thinks 
dating is torture. But as a result, they’re 
kind of cute‘in an itchy and scratchy way, 
bumping shoulders in a pantomime of what 
men do in love and war. B 


We’re Dying for You to See 
The Cabin in the Woods 


The ingenious horror flick doesn’t open until April, but we didn’t 
want you to hear about it from anybody else. —CLARK COLLIS 


Few prerelease 
screenings have in- 
spired more enthu- 
siasm among EW 
staffers than the 
one for the horror- 
comedy The Cabin 
in the Woods, out 
April 13. But we 
don’t know how 
much we can say 
about this twisty 
film without ruining 
the gory fun. “You 
and me both,” 
laughs debut direc- 
tor Drew Goddard, 
who co-penned the 
movie with Buffy 
overlord Joss 
Whedon. We can 
say the movie 
concerns classic 
horror-film types. 
We can also state 
that the movie pays 
sly homage to such 


bloody flicks as The 
Evil Dead in a way 
that may make it 
difficult to view 
them in the same 
way again. But if 


you want to know 
more? “There is a 
point where you just 
say, ‘If you like 
having fun, go see 
it/” says Goddard. 


(From left) 
Fran Kranz, Chris 
Hemsworth, and 
Anna Hutchinson 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 


BIG MIRACLE 


CHRONICLE 


CONTRABAND 


THE GREY 


THE IRON LADY 


JOURNEY 2: THE... 


MAN ON ALEDGE 


* SAFE HOUSE 


THE VOW 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 


WATCH THIS YEAR'S 


NOMINEES 


REVIEWS 


The trailer for July’s web-swinging reboot features an extended look 
at Spidey’s new nemesis and some hints about the hero’s mysterious 
past. Here’s a guide to the newest revelations. -DARREN FRANICH 


Emma Stone stars as Gwen Stacy, Peter 
Parker's (Andrew Garfield) pre-Mary Jane lady 
love. But the trailer actually spends more time 
with her father: Capt. George Stacy (Denis 
Leary), a policeman on the hunt for Peter's wall- 
crawling alter ego. At one point he even issues a 
warrant for the hero's arrest! We 
also see an unmasked 
Spider-Man fight a 
squad of NYPD 
officers. It all 
feels very Dark 
Knight...in a 
good way. 


Unlike Sam Raimi's 
Spider-Man trilogy, Amazing 
seems to emphasize 
Peter's status as a kid 
superscientist. Example A: 
the return of Spidey’s 
artificial-web shooters. 
Which also means the 
return of a beloved recurring 
subplot: the constant threat 
that Spidey will run out of 
web fluid at the worst 
possible time. 


We learn that Peter's dad (Campbell Scott) 
worked alongside Dr. Curt Connors (Rhys 
Ifans) on a secret project that was “going to 
change the lives of millions.” In the comics, 
their company, Oscorp, was owned by 
Norman Osborn, who eventually becomes 
the Green Goblin. Maybe that'll be the sequel? 


Peter tells Gwen, “I gotta stop 
him. Because | created him.” In the 
comics, Dr. Connors accidentally 
transforms himself into the 
Lizard. In this version, will Peter 
create his own villain? Who knew 
mad-science experiments could 
turn out so wrong? 
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DAN LINDSAY/T.J. MARTIN 


Neers of the 
Manassas Tigers football 
team in Undefeated 


Undefeated 


DIRECTED BY Dan Lindsay and T.J. Martin 
PG-13, 1 HR., 53 MINS. 


Undefeated tells the story of an underdog high school football team, the 
Manassas Tigers of Memphis, and how the squad members attempt to rise 
to victory—in football and in life, too—under the guiding hand of a devoted, 
cherubic-faced good-ol’-boy coach. Reflexively, I almost wrote, “good-ol’-boy 
coach played by Dennis Quaid.” But then I reminded myself that Undefeated 
is one of this year’s Academy Award nominees for Best Documentary. It’s not 
a scripted Hollywood sports fable about a team of young African-Americans 
who are coaxed to reach for greatness by a charismatic white savior. Yet the 
elements of such a movie are so neatly in place, and Undefeated embraces 
them with such sentimental-inspirational force, that for a while I couldn’t 
shake the feeling that there was something a little facile and opportunistic 
about the movie. It’s as if the codirectors, Dan Lindsay and T.J. Martin, 

had set out to make a high-concept Hoop Dreams and found what they were 
looking for because they’d already shaped the movie in their heads. 

Yet let it be said: For a documentary that’s almost engineered to lift your 
heart, Undefeated is very well done. That coach, a local lumber-company 
owner named Bill Courtney, really is a great character. He’s a walking pep 
talk with twinkly eyes, but his believe-in-yourself bluster fights an angry 
perfectionism, and that makes him a taskmaster-saint hero in the Vince 
Lombardi mold. The players—like the talented but explosively short-fused 
linebacker Chavis Daniels and the pensive left tackle 0.C. Brown, who is 
angling for a scholarship that could change his life—let their guards down 
off the field, and it’s moving to see what complex and vulnerable young men 
they are. One thing, of course, that the filmmakers couldn’t begin to plan was 
how the 2009 season would play out. Suffice it to say that the agony of defeat 
in this movie is every bit as transporting as the thrill of victory. 


AND PAST WINNERS 
RIGHT AT HOME 


PANIC AL FIGHTS RE 


REVIEWS 


Navy SEALs in 
Act of Valor 


Mike “Mouse” McCoy had fractured 
just about every breakable part of his 
body over the course of an 18-year 
career as a motorcycle racer and 
Hollywood stuntman. But when he 
flipped an ATV off a cliff during a 
stunt gone wrong in 2005, it was time 
to rethink things. “I just destroyed 
myself,” says McCoy, 42. “Double 
compound in my tibia, fibula. I was in 
bed for six months. That’s when I 
said, ‘All right, man, you always 
wanted to pursue being a filmmaker 
full-time. Now’s the time.” 

Seven years later McCoy and 
another stuntman-turned-movie- 
maker, Scott Waugh, are about to 
release their first feature film, Act of 
Valor, a project as unusual as its 
codirectors. (The R-rated film hits 
theaters Feb. 24.) The movie offers a 
realistic look at the work of Navy 
SEALs—so realistic that it stars eight 
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Navy SEALs Show 
Hollywood How It’s Done 


Who’s the toughest of them all? Act of Valor, anew movie starring real 
live SEALs ona fictional antiterrorism mission, hopes to answer that 
question onceand for all. Inside an unlikely adventure. -ROB BRUNNER 


genuine SEALs (along with a few 
professional actors). Shot around the 
globe, the fictional film—which follows 
SEALs as they try to foil an inter- 
national terrorist plot—is made up 

of action sequences that are based 

on real missions. The tactics and 
weaponry are also genuine. Even the 
bullets were real: Much of the fighting 
used live ammunition. 

Since Act of Valor was completed in 
2011, interest in the SEALs has 
exploded, primarily due, of course, to 
their role in the 2011 killing of Osama 
bin Laden. Now the movie is getting a 
big push from Relativity Media, 
which acquired it for a reported 
$13 million last year and invested in 
an approximately $30 million market- 
ing campaign that included a Super 
Bowl ad. “It’s challenging when you 
don’t have big stars in a movie to tell 
people what this is,” says Relativity 


co-president Tucker Tooley. “[But] 
we think it has a real shot to connect. 
It’s unique: This is a movie that you’ve 
never seen before.” 

Though the directors mapped out 
their story ahead of time, they left the 
combat parts up to the experts. “When 
it came time to actually architect the 
battle scenes, the SEALs did all the 
operational planning,” says McCoy. 
“They would say, ‘Hey, bro, we would 
do it like this, we would say it like this’ 
We would disregard [the script] and 
do things how they were really done.” 
Originally the directors had planned 
to use actors in all the roles, but 
ultimately they decided to focus on 
authenticity over experience. (For 
security reasons, the SEALs cannot 
be identified by name.) “The SEALs 
train and train so hard for so long,” 
says Waugh, 41. “How could an actor 
replicate that nuance?” It was a risky 
creative decision, since the SEALs do 
have some dramatic scenes that 
require actual acting. “I don’t think 
that’s as dangerous as an actor witha 
gun,” says Waugh with a laugh. 

The film took two and a half years 
to make, in part because it proved dif 
ficult to get all the SEALs together at 
the same time. As active-duty person- 
nel, they would often be shipped off 
on missions during filming. “Imagine 
having your lead go off and risk his 
life,” says McCoy. “As his friend, you 


| just hope he comes back.” g 


62 | EW.COM February 24, 2012 


THE SECRET WORLD OF ARRIETTY: DISNEY; THIN ICE: TEN DOLLAR TROPHY; THE VOW: KERRY HAYES 


Amy Poehler, Will Arnett, 
Carol Burnett 
G, 1HR., 34 MINS. 


The story, about a teeny-size 14-year-old girl 
who lives with her family beneath the 
floorboards of a big house and the human- 
size boy who befriends her, is adapted from 
British author Mary Norton's wonderful 
children’s fantasy novels, The Borrowers. 
The lyrical animation, with its meditative 
attention to nature, bears the unique stamp 
of Japan's Studio Ghibli, cofounded by the 
great Spirited Away animator Hayao 
Miyazaki. The result is a dreamy, soft-edged 
hybrid, equally interested in observing 
raindrops and the worries of a race of 
minuscule beings. B+ —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Rachel McAdams, Channing Tatum 
PG-13, 1 HR., 44 MINS. 


This gloppy romance about a wife (glossy 
Rachel McAdams) who emerges from a 
coma after a car accident with no memory 
of her marriage or her husband (shiny 
Channing Tatum) is average-awful except 
for one special-awful twist: Before the 
accident, the lady was a free-spirited 
artist with interesting friends and liberal 
ideas; afterward she reverts to her younger 
self, a girlish prepster with a snobby family 
and traditionalist notions. Surely the 
hapless filmmakers don’t mean to say 
conservatism is the last refuge of people 
who have suffered brain damage? 

—Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Greg Kinnear, Billy Crudup 
R, 1HR., 34 MINS. 


This divertingly scuzzy little Midwest noir 
is in the genre of Fargo and A Simple Plan, 
except that its banal Everyman hero— 
Greg Kinnear at his weaselly best—is 

a few notches further down on the scale 
of loserdom. He's a Wisconsin insurance 
salesman who fancies himself a con artist 
and attempts to screw a retired old 
farmer (Alan Arkin) out of a beat-up violin 
that may be worth $25,000. Throw ina 
nagging divorce settlement, an unplanned 
murder, and Billy Crudup—hilarious!—as 

a raging security man, and Jill Sprecher’s 
film enjoyably fuses cleverness and sheer 
desperation. B+ —Owen Gleiberman 


Michael Smiley, Neil Maskell 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 


Ben Wheatley’s ultraviolent hitman horror 
movie starts off like a kitchen-sink Guy 
Ritchie film, with Gal (Michael Smiley) and 
Jay (Neil Maskell), a lowly pair of hired killers, 
extending a dinner party into a drunken 
wrangle. Then the two go out on an assigned 
homicide spree, with Smiley's Cockney psycho 
amping up each torture-murder so it’s even 
grislier than the last. It’s all very sub-Tarantino 
showy and empty—at least, until the head- 
scratching climax, which tries to be Eyes 
Wide Shut, The Wicker Man, and The Twilight 
Zone all at once, but only makes you wish 
that you were watching one of them instead. 
(Also available on VOD) € —Owen Gleiberman 


YOUR HOST FOR 
AWARDS SEASON 


aren cA 


SCAN HERE FOR TRAILERS, GAMES AND MORE 


REVIEWS MOVIES 


Natalie 
Portman 


Star Wars: 
Episode I— 
The Phantom 
Menace 3D 


STARRING Liam Neeson, Jake Lloyd 
DIRECTED BY George Lucas 
PG, 2 HRS., 11 MINS. 
By Owen Gleiberman 
When Star Wars: Episode I—The Phantom 
Menace opened in 1999, the anticipation was 
off the charts, and the disappointment that 
many of us felt was colossal. So when I went 
in to see the new 3-D version, it was witha 
different mindset entirely. I already knew 
that Phantom Menace lacked the magic—the 
catharsis—of Star Wars. But did it have virtues 
I'd missed in that cascade of disappointment? 
The short answer is yes. I was all the 
more impressed by the awesome ambition of 
the thing. One intergalactic universe, but so, 
so many worlds! Liam Neeson, as the Jedi 
Knight Qui-Gon Jinn, understates every line 
and draws you right to him, and once he and 
Obi-Wan Kenobi (Ewan McGregor) get to 
Tatooine and Anakin Skywalker shows up, 
Jake Lloyd plays him with a mercurial mood- 
iness that trumps what Hayden Christensen 
did in the next two films. The 3-D adds little, 
and the film’s tensions are diffuse, its drama 
a little info-gray. Yet George Lucas remains a 
genius of technological fairy-tale imagery. 
Here’s hoping he makes another movie that 
lifts our expectations into the stratosphere. 
And that this time he fulfills them. B 
———— 


| The Chart 


BOX OFFICE 


The Vow 


During what was the biggest 
non-holiday February weekend 
ever—and only the second time 
four movies have debuted to 
at least $20 million—The Vow 
surpassed the most optimistic 
predictions while drawing 

an audience that was 

72 percent female. 


THE TOP 20 wagon? | Mameso” | emane |"anet®| NERGaP | Sate 
| AVERAGE 
2,958 | $13,929 - 1 $41.2 
yess — 
SAFE HOUSE 3,119 | $12,880 = 1 $40.2 
With nine of his last 10 releases 
opening to at least $20 million, 
Denzel Washington is as depend- 
able at the box office as movie 
stars come—and it’s nice to see 
Ryan Reynolds back in his groove 
after an underwhelming 2011. 
JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS... 3,470 | $7,878 - 1 $27.3 
Swapping Brendan Fraser with 
Dwayne Johnson provided this 
PG sequel with some extra box 
office muscle, topping the 2008 
original's $21 million opening. 
‘Showings in 3-D made up 74 
percent of its gross. 
STAR WARS: EPISODE I-THE... A 2,655 | $8,463 - a $22.5 
This 3-D rerelease of the 1999 
prequel boosted it from No. 7 to 
No.5 on the all-time domestic 
chart, with a total of $453.6 mil. 
It'll soon pass No. 4, which just 
happens to be Star Wars. 
CHRONICLE $12.1 2,908 | $4,158 -45 2 $40.0 
ae {See 
CK 10.1 2,856 3,537 -52 2 35.3 
THE WOMAN IN BLA! $ $ $ 
THE GREY $5.0 2,801 | $1,801 -46 3 $42.8 
BIG MIRACLE $3.9 2,133 | $1,850 -49 $133 
THE DESCENDANTS $3.4 1,582 | $2,176 -24 B $70.7 
UNDERWORLD AWAKENING $25 1,657 | $1,497 -55 4 $58.9 
RED TAILS $2.4 1580 | $1,530 -49 4 $45.1 
ONE FOR THE MONEY $23 2,056 | $1,119 -56 3 $23.7 
THE ARTIST $2.2 808 $2,773 -14 12 $24.0 
— _ — Ee — 
HUGO $1.8 702 $2,515 -22 2 $64.4 
EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY... $15 1375 $1,071 -61 8 $29.4 
MAN ON ALEDGE $13 1423 $914 -70 3 $17.5 
——— 
CONTRABAND $13 1,081 | $1,165 -63 5 $64.6 
= ——— a 
THE IRON LADY $1.2 512 $2,258 ~39 7 $22.8 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 3D $0.8 678 $1,239 -67 5 $46.5 
MISSION; IMPOSSIBLE—GHOST... $0.7 469 $1,507 -58 9 $206.5 


SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of Feb. 10-12, 2012 *Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 
"Includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as weil as individual screens 
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“A heart-stopping showdown....~ * 
Lisbeth Salander is one of crime fiction’s most unforgettable characters.” 
—People 
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“Gripping.” “A modern masterpiece.” 
—The New York Times és —The Washington Post 


The Stunning Conclusion tthe #1 Bestselling Millennium Trilogy 
“The hottest books on the planet.” 
—Entertainment Weekly 
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Available in print, eBeek, and audio editions 
www.StiegLarsson.net Vintage Crime 


(Clockwise) My Fair 
Lady, Shakespeare in 
Love, and Out of cS | 


Last year during the long 
windup to the Academy 
Awards, we presented our 
list of the 10 most over- 
rated Best Picture winners 
of all time—from the 
bloated, butt-numbing epic 
Dances With Wolves to the 
prestige snoozer Chariots 
of Fire. And you know 
what? You liked it...you 
really liked it. That’s why 
we're back with our second 
installment of Oscar 
errors. Starting with... 


DVD<«Downl 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


(1941) It’s got 
beautiful cinematography, 
John Ford as a director, 
and a three-hankie plot 
about a Welsh mining 
village. Those are the 
pluses. The minuses: 
mismatched accents and 
the still-outrageous fact 
that it beat Citizen Kane. 
> (1964) 
Audrey Hepburn was a 
great actress (see: Two 
for the Road). But as Eliza 


The Most Seated 
Best Picture Winners 


To celebrate Oscar season, we offer our second annual list of 
movies that our DVD critic believes didn’t deserve the gold 


Doolittle, the Cockney 
waif who learns to be a 


lady in this lifeless Lerner 


and Loewe musical, 
she’s schmaltzy and 
stiff. Plus, she didn’t 
even do her own singing. 
Dr. Strangelove should 
have won the statuette. 
> 

(1966) This 
tasteful period piece 
about the power struggle 
between Henry VIII and 
Sir Thomas More is the 
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cure for what ails you. 
That is, if you suffer from 
insomnia. And for a movie 
about Henry VIII, there’s 
not nearly enough drum- 
stick eating. We’d much 
rather watch Liz Taylor 
screaming and swearing 
at Richard Burton in 
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GANDHI, ANATOMY OF A MURDER: EVERETT COLLECTION (2); MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE: DREW INNIS; HUGO: JAAP BUITENDIJK 


1966's also-ran Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
> GANDHI (1982) It’s said 
that Gandhi slept beside 
naked women to test his 
willpower. Well, sitting 
through Richard 
Attenborough’s three- 
hour-plus biopic isn’t that 
torturous, but it’s close. 
Ben Kingsley is amazing, 
yet wouldn’t you rather 
watch E.T. or Tootsie? 

> OUT OF AFRICA (1985) 
There isn’t a better 
actress on the planet 
than Meryl Streep. But 
even she can’t fake any 
believable chemistry with 
Robert Redford in this 
Ralph Lauren-goes-to- 
Lion Country Safari 
advertorial. It had the 
good fortune of going up 
against weak competition 
like Kiss of the Spider 
Woman and Prizzi’s Honor. 
Talk about a pillow fight. 
> THE LAST EMPEROR 
(1987) Bernardo 
Bertolucci’s stately epic 
about the life of China’s 
boy emperor, Pu Yi, is 


ADark, Twisty James 


Stewart Treat 


Nothing was taboo to Otto Preminger. 
At atime when folks swept things under 
the rug, he tackled heroin addiction in 
The Man With the Golden Arm, closeted 
homosexuality in Advise & Consent, and 
sexual Violence in Anatomy of a Murder 
(1959, Not Rated, 2 hrs., 41 mins.). Just 
out in a tasty Criterion edition, the 
courtroom drama stars James Stewart 
as a country lawyer defending a military 
man (Ben Gazzara, who died this 
month) accused of killing his wife’s 
rapist. It’s a daring, cynical gem. And 
check out the EXTRAS focusing 

on Duke Ellington's jazzy score and Saul 
Bass’ famous opening credits. A= 


visually intoxicating (if 
a little flashback-heavy). 
But the main character 
is a dull cipher. You know 
who isn’t? Everybody 

in Broadcast News and 
Moonstruck, both of 
which lost. 

> SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE 
(1998) Clever premise. 
Delicious wordplay. 
Great Oscar campaign. 
Better than Saving 
Private Ryan? Methinks 
not. Seriously, which of 
those two movies will 
people be talking about 
in 50 years? 


Ne 


Brooks West and 
James Stewart 


Gandhi 


> THE KING’S SPEECH 
(2010) If you believe that 
the Academy’s gotten 
hipper, here’s why you're 
wrong: The King’s Speech, 
a perfectly fine upper- 
crusty period piece that 
could’ve been made 
anytime in the past five 
decades, bested The 
Social Network, which 
showed us how we live 
now. Wrong again, Oscar. 


MORE ON EW.COM To 
et read our first roundup of 

the most overrated Best 
Picture winners, go to EW.com 


> MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE 
(2011, R) Elizabeth Olsen, John 
Hawkes Olsen, the sister of 
Mary-Kate and Ashley, delivers 
a star-is-born performance 

in this Sundance standout as 

a young woman who runs away 
from a religious cult. (Also 

on iTunes) B+ 


TOWER HEIST (2011, PG-13) Ben 
Stiller, Eddie Murphy The feisty, 
funny Murphy is back! Too 
bad the rest of Brett Ratner’s 
Madoff-era comedy caper is 
so flat. (Also on iTunes) C+ 


THE WAY (2011, PG-13) Emilio 
Estevez, Martin Sheen Estevez 
writes and directs a searching 
spiritual drama about a self- 
absorbed eye doctor (Sheen) who 
embarks on a pilgrimage in the 
Pyrenees. (Also on iTunes) B+ 


TRACK 29 (1988, R) Gary Oldman, 
Theresa Russell Director Nicolas 
Roeg’s strange and surreal 
psychological thriller isn’t for 
everyone. But if you're a fan of 
Oldman’s more outré efforts, 
you'll want to give this one a 
shot. (Also on iTunes) B 


ON THE BOWERY (1957, Unrated) 
Lionel Rogosin’s gritty exposé 
about the lives of New Yorkers 
on skid row is a haunting 

time capsule and a remarkable 
piece of vérité filmmaking. 
Blu-ray debut. A- 


oe SL 


— 


COMING SOON 


> HUGO (2011, PG) Ben Kingsley, Asa 
Butterfield Martin Scorsese directs 
a magical 3-D fable about the 
birth of silent movies and an 
orphan searching for a message 
from his dead father. A- 2/28 


JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN (2011, 
PG) Rowan Atkinson Fans of 
Atkinson's dim-bulb British spy, 
rejoice! Everyone else, carry on. 
Nothing to see here. C+ 2/28 


Most grades are from EW’s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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A Farewell 
To House 


The long-running medical 
drama will sign off for good at 
the end of this season. Here’s 
why we’ll miss this beloved 
curmudgeon. By Ken Tucker 


ND SO A HOUSE will be razed. 
After eight seasons, Hugh 
Laurie’s brilliant pill-popping 
misanthrope Dr. Gregory House 
is voluntarily limping off to 
syndication and cable-rerun 
nirvana. A nirvana, I must add, 
that the grump did his best 
never to achieve during the character’s 
lifetime. After all, a happy House was 
always the least appealing House. 

Initially conceived as a modern take on 
Sherlock Holmes, complete with his own 
Dr. Watson—in Greg House’s case, Robert 
Sean Leonard’s marvelous Dr. Wilson— 
House was, especially in its early seasons, 

a weekly dual treat. It presented a baffling 
medical-case-of-the-week, and gave House 
ample opportunity to exhibit impish 
arrogance—a sarcastic Socratic teaching 
method. His students consisted of a variety 
of young docs (I'll single out my two favorites: 
Jennifer Morrison’s meek-but-willful Cameron 
and Olivia Wilde’s willful-but-moody 
“Thirteen.”) Oh, and also in the House class- 
room? Those of us at home, who followed 
the “Elementary, my dear sapheads” logic 
House would use to diagnose patients. 

No matter how uneven the series eventually 
became (for some, the season 7 finale where 
House drove a car into, yes, a house was a 
jump-the-shark moment), Laurie sustained 
a superb performance. Pre-House, this Brit 
was known primarily as a comic actor—a 
doofus in Blackadder, a quick wit as a duo 
act with Stephen Fry. It was this always- 
lurking sense of humor that redeemed 
House as created by exec producer David 
Shore. Without it, the character’s trenchant 
put-downs and bleak view of life would have 
rendered House a morose antihero. That 
kind of thing might have flown on cable, 


68 | EW.COM February 24, 2012 


XO3/NOLSVH SIMHD 
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but the show never would have become 
such a big, mass-appeal network hit had 
Laurie not brought his sly line readings 
and debonair air to the role. 

House paved the way for lesser grouches 
(Tim Roth’s intriguing Lie to Me never 
quite clicked with viewers) and indirectly 
helped bring the show’s origins full circle 
to the Sherlock Holmes revival that’s 
made Benedict Cumberbatch a Stateside 


cult favorite. 


At its best, House presented a vivid 
portrait of a complex friendship. The show 
was never better than when Laurie and 
Leonard were exchanging diagnoses, 
insults, and genuinely fond compliments. 
And Lisa Edelstein’s Cuddy, after too 
many early seasons relegated to stoic 
administrator, proved to be the only 
woman truly able to call House on his crap 
and engage with him on a romantic level. 

House is going out with a smaller audi- 
ence, but remains a commercial success. 


Joe Anderson 


The River 


Tuesdays, 9 p.m. 
ABC 
By Ken Tucker 


The smartly crafted River is about Bruce 
Greenwood’s Dr. Emmet Cole, a TV-famous 
naturalist who hosted a family-friendly show, 
The Undiscovered Country. Cole has disappeared, 
and now his wife, Tess (24’s Leslie Hope), 

and estranged son, Lincoln (Joe Anderson), 
have returned to the Amazon jungle to find 
him. They get the financial backing to take 


(Hell, if it were on NBC right now, that 
network would be crowing about it as a huge 
hit.) And there’s no doubt that Gregory 
House enters the pantheon of great TV 
grumps...somewhere between Archie 
Bunker and Tony Soprano, don’t you think? 


Laurie and 
Lisa Edelstein 


this journey upriver into a supernatural 
heart of darkness from a TV producer (Paul 
Blackthorne) who films the trip. 

We see much of the action as the camera 
operator does, which adds immediacy to the 
events; there are also cameras discreetly 
installed on the boat the crew uses, which show 
us actions (mostly people doing sneaky things) 
that few of the other characters are privy to. 
Such a setup could easily have been hokey, but 
The River plays by the rules it lays out: We see 
weird events happening and understand a 
teeny bit more than the protagonists do, and 
just when we think we know what's going on— 
bam!—something violent or strange occurs. 

The River was co-created by Oren Peli and 
Michael R. Perry, both involved in the Para- 
normal Activity franchise. There are aspects 
of Lost in the River concept—unsettling 
jungle areas, fantastical elements, and a crew 
of people who all have their own agendas. 

The performances are good but con- 
strained by the parameters of scary-story 
acting: Each actor must remain rather blank 
so that the terror registers vividly. The River 
has an eight-episode order; I’m curious to 
see how many of its questions are answered, 
how many are left dangling, and how hooked 
we get over two months. B+ 
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REVIEWS TV 


DONALD TRUMP 


Donald Trump 


The Greatest Interview 
In the History of Showbiz 


Some people claim that NBC’s The Celebrity Apprentice is an absurd 

and ridiculous excuse for a TV show. Which is precisely what makesit so 
incredible! On Feb. 19, anew batch of quasi-famous faces (including 
Clay Aiken, Tia Carrere, and George Takei) will begin their fight for the 
right to be hired (but not really) by Donald Trump. ‘We spoke to the 
Donaldto get his always unbiased t ake on the franchise. —DALTON ROSS 


Stop me if I’m getting carried away, 
but is it fair to call The Celebrity 
Apprentice the greatest show in the 
history of television? Well, I don’t 
know about that, but it’s certainly 

a hell of a show. It’s been very 
successful from every standpoint. 
And this is the biggest one. We have 
one more episode, which we’ve 
never had before, and we’re up to 

18 people. We’ve never had more 
than 16. So it’s our biggest one yet. 
You actually had a three-hour 
episode of The Celebrity Apprentice 


last season, but you know what? It 
still wasn’t enough! When can we 
look forward to round-the-clock 
C-SPAN-type Celebrity Apprentice 
programming? We did have a three- 
hour episode last year, and in this 
business that means only one thing: 
We get good ratings. 

Every year I say this show can’t get 
any crazier, and yet it does. What’s 
your secret? The concept has been 
amazing, the cast has been really 
terrific, and there’s nobody like 
Donald Trump. 


Six people were fired before Gary 
Busey last season. Honestly, how is 
that possible? You know, I always 
say that I do what’s right before I 
do what’s right for entertainment, 
and I took a little heat last year. But 
at the same time, he didn’t deserve 
to get fired until he got fired. 

One thing | love about The 
Celebrity Apprentice is that there 
are always a few contestants who 

i had no idea were even celebrities. 
For instance, you have not one but 
two Venezuelan hotties: Dayana 
Mendoza and Patricia Velasquez. 
Who the hell are these people? 
Well, one’s Miss Universe and the 
other is a very successful actress. 
They’re both really beautiful 
women, and they’re very smart 

and very cunning. 

Will there be any payback for 
contestant Lisa Lampanelli, who said 
during your Comedy Central roast 
that “you've disappointed more 
women than Sex and the City 2”? 
Sex and the City 2, Mr. Trump! She 
was rough, but that was her job and 
I understood that. It was not exactly 
the most fun I’ve ever had. She’s got 
some mouthpiece on her. 

| know Twisted Sister frontman 
Dee Snider is on this season. Did 
you guys trade hair secrets? No, but 
he’s got good, strong hair, I’ll tell 
you that. He’s got great hair, actually. 
And he’s a great character and a 
great guy. 

Did you make Lou Ferrigno angry in 
the boardroom? Because | heard 
you wouldn’t like the Hulk when he’s 
angry. Lou is in such great shape. 
He got down and started doing 
push-ups and it was incredible. I 
really like Lou, but he’s a pretty 
caustic guy and he develops some 
strong enemies on the show. 

You’ve made noise in the past about 
running for president. Should you 
end up choosing to run and win, will 
you commit right now to a cabinet 
of all former Celebrity Apprentice 
contestants? I’m thinking Meat Loaf 
for secretary of state. Sounds like a 
fantastic idea! m 
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What Did You 
Do Today? 


[he senior executive producer at 
Extraand Dr. Drew’s Lifechangers, 
Gregorisch-Dempsey also develops 
potential new shows for Warner Bros. 
(which shares a parentcompany with 
EW). Here’s how she juggled all her duties 
onarecent Tuesday. -TANNER STRANSKY 


3:50 a.m. Wake up and do Every day, one of us makes salad 
early-morning news run-through for lunch. We all try to top each 
| hop online looking for anything other. My executive producers and 
interesting. I'll hit Peopte, Just | eat and preview Extra because 
Jared, X17, USA Today, The Wall the feed goes to the whole 
Street Journal, ENTERTAINMENT country at 1 p.m. 
Wee. I'll look at everything. 

1:30 p.m. Leisure 
5:10 a.m. Watch Oscar nomina- time | had a half hour 
tions with Extra’s staff We have to do anything | wanted, 
a tradition where the team gets so | put my Kangoos on— 
together to watch the nomina- these crazy things you jump 
tions. We always order gobs of up and down on. | was Kangoo- 
bacon—we're bad Jews! We were ing in a parking lot in a skirt. 
excited because this year there’s 
such a great face-off between 2:40 p.m. Fitting with 
Brad Pitt and George Clooney. Extra’s Maria Menounos 

and Renee Bargh ; 
6:15 a.m. Extra morning | picked their SAG Awards Fa) 
meeting We had to decide what dresses so they wouldn't 
would lead the show: Oscars or end up on a worst-dressed list. 
Heidi and Seals split. Brad and | approve all the wardrobe. 
George trumped Heidi and Seal. 

3:40 p.m. Meeting with 
9 a.m. Development meeting Mario Lopez We have a couple 
with Chaz Bono He was of networks vying to do his 
pitching a talk show. We may wedding on TV. We're trying to 
test an idea through Extra. figure out what to do. 


4:15 p.m. Call from home 
This sums up the whole day: 
My husband calls and goes, 

| “The dishwasher better be 
® empty when | get home.” 

It isn’t a joke. It’s my 

only chore. 


10:30 a.m. Dr. Drew’s 
Lifechangers tapings 


ers The first show was 
si) on teaching a rocket 

ww scientist how to date. 

The next we gave a 


woman lap-band 
surgery and her 


producing team I'm an old Jew. m 


boyfriend proposed. 8:45 p.m. Bed 

I crash at 8:45. My 
12:30 p.m. Lunch body clock goes off, 
with the Extra even on weekends. 


FRIDAYS 
10PM 


REVIEWS TY 


The Chart 


THE RATINGS 


SoundBites 


Super 


Bowl XLVI 
New York Giants 
“If the sex is crazy on eckediaee at 
a regular day, imagine aaa altel 
what the VD sex is season with a 
gonna be like. VD sex... Ga Neo tral 


| get it, you're not Patriots on Feb. 5. 


[fist-bumping] me 


mn 


; _ SUPER BOWL XLVI NBC, Sunday, 6:31 p.m. 


THE VOICE NBC, Sunday, 10:19 p.m. 37.6 | — 


=| AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday,8pm. | 185 | 1 


“The Vow is a movie 
about a woman who 
forgets why she fell 

in love with her husband. 

It’s based on the 
lives of every married 
woman ever.” 
—Joan Rivers on Fashion Police 


: AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


= THE BIG BANG THEORY CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


PERSON OF INTEREST CBS, Thursday,9p.m. | 151 | 15 


¥/ THE MENTALIST CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. Bs | 19 


NCIS (R) CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 3.0 | 7 


BLUE BLOODS CBS, Friday, 10 p.m. 14 | 2 


“Super 
comfortable— 
like sweatpants 

for my head.” 


—Darryl (Craig Ro bina 


| NCIS: LOS ANGELES (R) CBS, Tuesday,9:0lpm. | 1L1 | — 


Ki ROB CBS, Thursday, 8:31 p.m. lll | 10 


+) CSI: NY CBS, Friday, 9 p.m. 10.2 | 28 


TWO AND AHALF MEN (R) CBS, Monday,9pm. | 10.1 | 17 


GREY’S ANATOMY ABC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 97 | 62 


GLEE Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 91 - 


“You have Dr. Sheldon 
Cooper in your lab. 
You're gonna make him 
do the dishes? That's 
like asking the 
Incredible Hulk to open 
a pickle jar.” 


—Sheldon (Jim Parsons) 
on The Big Bang Theory 


HOUSE Fox, Monday, 8 p.m. 87 21 


' SUPER BOWL’S GREATEST COMMERCIALS 
’ CBS, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 


':)) MIKE & MOLLY (R) CBS, Monday, 9:31 p.m. 84 | 24 


\ ALCATRAZ Fox, Monday, 9 p.m. 84 | 20 


A GIFTED MAN CBS, Friday, 8 p.m. 84 | 35 


©... CRIMINAL MINDS (R) CBS, Wednesday, 9p.m. | 8.2 5 


a“ mM fa) d e a _ THE BACHELOR ABC, Monday, 8 p.m. 8.2 23 
sweate r fo r a n MOBBED Fox, Wednesday, 9:01 p.m. | 7.9 - 
octopus! Plus, left |) UNFORGETTABLE (R) CBS, Tuesday, 10:01pm. | 7.9 | — 


one extra hole 

for its dreams 
and ideas!” 

Kristen Wiig, as B 


| 2 BROKE GIRLS (R) CBS, Monday, 8:30pm. | 7.8 27 


SOURCE: Nielsen, week of Jan. 30-Feb. 5, 2012 “In millions 


Idol, Modern Family, Glee, The River, Alcatraz, 
R®® The Bachelor, and more every week on EW.com 


Le MORE ON EW.COM Find fresh recaps of American 
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' and Octavia Spencer 


= 


MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


ae 


The 84th Academy Awards 


SUNDAY, FEB. 26 | 8:30-11PM | ABC [ 


At last month’s SAG Awards, the cast of Bridesmaids proposed 
a drinking game where you take a swig every time someone 
says the word “Scorsese.” To have the most fun on Oscar night, 
change that to “Hazanavicius.” As in Michel Hazanavicius, the 
thrice-nominated writer, director, and coeditor of front-runner 
The Artist. With Billy Crystal back as host for the first time in 
almost a decade, we can count on seeing another of the classic 
opening montages where he inserts himself into nominated 
movies, which this year include The Help and Moneyball. So 
here’s a new idea for the drinking game: If you see Crystal 
running down the street in boat shoes 4 la George Clooney in 
The Descendants, you must down a mai tai. Tune in at 7 for all 
the preshow festivities, hosted by Robin Roberts, Tim Gunn, 
Nina Garcia, Louise Roe, and EW’s own Jess Cagle. —Dave Karger 


WhattoWatch 


Bethenny Ever After 
Bravo, TV-14 f) 


ib 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Jessica Shaw 


Jason Hoppy 


The big question about season 3 
nS Bethenny is whether her new 
status as a gazillionaire (her 


Skinnygirl brand sold for a reported $120 million) 
will drag the acid-tongued mogul mom completely 
over to the dark side. At times during tonight's 
premiere, she crosses from honest to hideous 
(“I'm running an empire and we don’t have a seat 
for every ass,” she gripes about her huge Tribeca 
pad), but mostly the former Real Housewife 
manages to stay endearingly flawed. Judging 
from the season previews, though, I’m not sure 
her husband, Jason, feels the same way. B~ 


The 2nd Annual 

Cartoon Network Hall 

of Game Awards 

Cartoon, TV-G fa 

Shag hosts this sports- 
awards show, which fea- 
tures a prize for “Awesome 
Mascot.” Hey, kids, now you 
know what an oxymoron is! 


2 Broke Girls 

CBS, TV-14-DL 

Max pretends her cupcakes 
are kosher while serving 
them at a bar mitzvah, where 
an acne-ridden 13-year-old 
pretends he’s a man. 


Clinton 

PBS, TV-PG fal 

A bio on the 42nd president. 
Damn it. Just when | got 
to the point of not wincing 
at the mere mention of a 
Cigar. “check local listings 


MIDSEASON PREMIERE 


Degrassi 

TeenNick, TV-PG 

Manny, Paige, and even 
Holly J. are gone, but 
Degrassi still dishes 
out some of TV’s best 
teen drama. (Should 
Clare sleep with her 
hot stepbrother? Um, 
gross.) Plus, there’s an 
intriguing new crop of 
freshmen, including an 
out-and-proud student 
who happens to be the 
brother of Degrassi’s 
resident homophobe. 
B+ —Henry Goldblatt 


"TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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lim DeKay and 
“Matt Bomer 
coe) 


White Collar 

USA, TV-PG fm 

Neal Caffrey (Matt 
Bomer) puts his crim- 
inal hat back on as he 
goes undercover to 
steal a valuable base- 
ball signed by the 
Great Bambino. This 
late-season episode 
(directed by star Tim 
DeKay) hits a solid 
double, delivering 
exciting heist scenes 
on location at Yankee 
Stadium. Hopefully 
next week’s finale will 


t 


American Idol 
Fox, TV-PG-DL fa) 
This season's semifinalists 


Glee 

Fox, TV-14-DL fa 

Will Sebastian Smythe 
crush New Directions at 
regionals? And why in the 
name of Lorenzo Lamas do 
alliterative names always 
make people sound so evil? 


Cougar Town 

ABC, TV-PG 

Jules asks Laurie and Ellie 
to be her co-maids of 
honor. Big Car! drowns his 
sorrows in...well, himself. 


Parenthood 

NBC, TV-PG fo 

Will Sarah move to NYC with 
Mark? Lauren Graham's 
Magic 8 Ball contract says, 
Outlook Not So Good. 


It Gets Better 

MTV and Logo, TV-PG 

A special about LGBT teens 
and bullying, featuring 


knock it out of the messages of support from 
park. B+ —Stephan Lee Adam Levine and Chaz Bono. 
FEBRUARY 23 


Sarah Michelle Gellar 
and Andrea Roth 


Ringer 

The CW, TV-14-LV fa 

This missing-twin thriller is most pleasurable 
when doling out consecutive campy twists like 
some kind of giant, cheese-covered soft pretzel. 
Tonight's episode is yet another of Ringer's 
plot-packed hours and sheds some light on 

the mysterious accident that created a rift 
between Siobhan and Bridget, both played by 
the dedicated Sarah Michelle Gellar. (Bonus: 
Siobhan’s wall-size self-portrait gets major 
screen time.) Best of all, though, is Andrea Roth 
as Catherine, Juliet’s chardonnay-and-animal- 
print-loving mom, who could give Revenge’s 
Victoria Grayson a run for her money in 
matriarchal malevolence. B —Tim Stack 


Are You There, Chelsea? 
NBC, TV-14 ca 

Dee Dee tells Chelsea 

that she has a pillow 

named “Mario Lopez.” * = 
Or, as the show's Sy 


writers refer to him, _ 


“Fill-in-the-blank guest 
star who'll show up.” 


SEASON FINALE 


Royal Pains 

USA, TV-PG-L Ea) 

Hank tries to find a way 
to say a final goodbye to 
Jack. Why do | keep hear- 
ing Bon Jovi's “Never Say 
Goodbye” in my head? 
That’s exactly what Hank 
has to do. The guy's dead. 


20/20: Before They Were 
Famous With Robin Roberts 
ABC fo 

Robin Roberts digs up old 
footage of Oscar nominees 
before they were stars. 
Which is to say, before they 
could afford to buy back 
bad pictures from tabloids. 


X4/SNOILINGOU ALNNOD GATS :AFHIYV “JGN/NOLSVH SIGHD 2VISTFHD SYFHL NOA JUV 
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are finally announced. Which 
means we're one step closer to 
the wrong person getting cut. 


Phunny Business: A Black Comedy 
Showtime, TV-MA ft 

A doc about a Chicago comedy 
club that helped launch the 
careers of Mo'Nique, Bernie Mac, 
Steve Harvey, and Jamie Foxx. 


Frankly, they had me at Mo'Nique. 


Grey’s Anatomy 

ABC, TV-14 fa 

Adele's condition takes a turn for 
the worse, Callie helps Meredith 
study for her boards, and Lexie 
joins Arizona and Alex in 
pediatrics. Sorry, Katherine Heigl, 
still no story line about anyone 
even remotely missing Izzie. 


The Mentalist 

CBS, TV-14-LV fo 

Malcolm McDowell is back as 

a creepy cult leader. Is he as 
scared of himself as | am of him? 


Archer 

FX, TV-MA ta 

In this episode of the 
always hilarious, always 
scabrous animated spy 
series, the not-paralyzed- 
after-all Ray heads down 
South to help his dope- 
farming brother (the great 
Jack McBrayer) face off 
against a corrupt cop (the 
even greater Michael 
Rooker). Elsewhere, Pam 
takes up “Ultimate Bum- 
Shock Fighting.” As Saturday 
Night Live's Stefon might 
say, “It’s that thing where 
homeless people punch 
each other with electrified 
gloves.” A= —Clark Collis 
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A GIFTED MAN: CRAIG BLANKENHORN/CBS; ROGEN: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE.COM; EASTBOUND & DOWN: FRED NORRIS/HBO 


Shark Tank The Independent Spirit Awards NBA All-Star Saturday Night 
ABC, TV-PG IFC, TV-MA ca TNT co 

The guy from Oklahoma On Oscar eve, the best way The slam-dunk contest! 
who got turned down for to celebrate fine film (of the Nothing will ever top 

his “Original Man Candle” independent variety) is to get Dwight Howard's 2007 


Jennifer Ehle and 
Patrick Wilson 


A Gifted Man 

CBS, TV-PG-L 

Fans will love the final 
minutes of this bitter- 
sweet episode about 
Michael's struggle to 
stay detached while 
operating on his high 
school sweetheart. 
Why? Because the 
good surgeon finally 
does not one but two 
things we've been 
waiting for all season 
(hint: Both involve 
beautiful women) and 
a third we wouldn't 
have expected at all. 
B+ —Aubry DArminio 


concept in season 2 
returns. On one hand, | 
applaud his perseverance. 
On the other, can he really 
top the idea of a man- 
scented candle? 


Who Do You Think 

You Are? 

NBC, TV-PG CD) 

Tonight's ancestry analysis 
focuses on Blair Under- 
wood and attempts to find 
out what exactly in his 
past led the actor to star 
alongside Heather Locklear 
ona show about LAX. 


Fringe 

Fox, TV-14-LV fa 

Peter and the Fringe team 
work to stop a horrible 
event from happening. 
Dude, you can only fight 
cancellation for so long. 


into the Spirit, which is kind 
of like the cool lounge that 
you chill at before throwing 
on a bow tie and heading off 
to your parents’ formal party. 
Good news: This year’s 
bartender is Seth Rogen, 
who’s been known to say 
just the right inappropri- 
ate thing. Trophies will 
likely be tossed in the 
direction of silent dramedy 
The Artist and sad-Clooney- 
in-Hawaii dramedy The 
Descendants, both of which 
will vie for Best Feature 
honors against Beginners, 
Drive, Take Shelter, and Rogen’s 
50/50. Stargazers, fear not: 
There will be plenty of celebs on 
the stage, as presenters include 
Elizabeth Banks, Bryan Cranston, 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Zoé 
Saldana, and yes, Rogen’s 
Golden Globes mate and 
personal Viagra substitute, 
Kate Beckinsale. —Dan Snierson 


Eastbound & Down 
HBO, TV-MA co 


sticker jump. Well, don't | 
just sound like Sporty Spice? 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Being Human 

BBC America, TV-14 fa) 
Annie, George, and Tom 
take care of a little baby. 
It’s just like Tom Selleck, 
Ted Danson, and Steve 
Guttenberg, if two of them 
were werewolves and one 
a ghost. (Gute: You'd totally 
be a werewolf. It’s the hair.) 


Witchslayer Gretl 

Syfy fol 

A grown-up Hansel goes 
back to the forest to kick the 
witch's butt, only to find that 
his long-lost sister, Gretl 
(Shannen Doherty), is work- 
ing for her. Poor Hansel. 
Brandon could have told him 
that sister was trouble. 


Danny McBride’s Kenny Powers is back for a wild third 
season: The king of crass is a very reluctant, very clueless 
dad (Kenny to his soggy-diapered infant son: “What did you 
eat, diarrhea?”) in search of the missing April (Katy Mixon), 
the woman who made him a father. This week, Kenny's arch- 
enemy Ashley Schaeffer (exec producer Will Ferrell, in a 
long blond wig) returns, as does John Hawkes as Kenny’s 
exasperated brother. McBride is reaching new heights of 
addled grandiloquence (“Call me back on my wireless mobile 
cell-phone device”), even as his desperation grows. “I do not 
have time to play Inspector Gadget to your emotions!” he 


bellows at fragile pal Stevie (Steve Little). But you should 
make time to get down with Down. A= —Ken Tucker 
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(From left) 
B.0.B, Gotye, 
Christina 

_ Aguilera, Jake 
Owen, and 
Azealia Banks 


Radio programmers across the country tell us about the songs—from big stars and 
new names alike—you’ll be loving this year. By Kyle Anderson and Ray Rahman 


> JULIE PILAT, KIIS AND KYSR 

LOS ANGELES 

Calvin Harris “He produced Rihanna's 
‘We Found Love, but I think this is 
going to be his breakout year as an 
artist. ‘Feels So Close,’ from his 
upcoming third album, is great. He 
could be the next David Guetta.” 


Azealia Banks “T loved her [late- 
2011 viral hit] ‘212.’ Everyone who 
hears it does—Kanye follows her on 
Twitter. There was just a major-label 
bidding war, and now she’s in the 
studio. I can’t wait to hear more.” 


Christina Aguilera “She’s coming off 
all this momentum from The Voice, 

and I think her next single is going to 
be the biggest she’s had in a decade.” 


B.0.B “He's just an amazing rapper. 
I love ‘So Good,’ which he did with 
Ryan Tedder. Plus, his new album 
has one track with a huge, huge 
female star that I can’t name right 
now—sorry!—but it’ll be big.” 


+> ANDY LANGER, KGSR AUSTIN 
Walk the Moon “They’re part Foster 
the People, part Phoenix, which is a 


pretty sweet spot to be in. ‘Anna Sun’ 
has this huge, soaring chorus.” 


Michael Kiwanuka “He was an 
opener on the Adele tour that got 
canceled. The Sam Cooke and Otis 
Redding comparisons may be hard 
to live up to, but he has the kind of 
voice that makes people stop and go, 
‘Who is that?’ And the songs, like 
‘Home Again,’ are sharp.” 


Alabama Shakes “They’re going to 
be playing a lot of the big festivals this 
year, and there’s been a considerable 
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amount of hype around these guys, so you 
try to find holes to poke into it. But they’re 
really that good, and [frontwoman] Brittany 
Howard's voice really is that dynamic—go 
ahead and listen to ‘Hold On.’” 


-> SHARON DASTUR, Z100 NEW YORK 
Gotye “The more I tell people about 
‘Somebody That | Used to Know,’ the 
more they tell me they’re becoming 
obsessed with it. It’s a total sleeper hit.” 


K’naan “There’s his new single ‘Is 
Anybody Out There’ with Nelly Furtado, 
and I’ve heard other ones that are 

just as good and maybe even 
better—there’s a song 
with Ryan Tedder, and 

he’s working with will.i.am, 
even with Bono.” 


The Wanted and One 

Direction “They’re both 

from the U.K., and I think 

that 2012 is going to see and Gym 
the return of the boy Class Heroes; 


band. These guys have 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Ryan Teddeh ! wr 


Travie McCoy 


good songs; they’re not just for kids. And 
when there are four or five cute guys in 
the band, that doesn’t hurt.” 


Gym Class Heroes “‘The Fighter’ has 
Ryan Tedder singing the hook, and it’s 
just so melodic. I don’t think Gym Class 
gets the credit they deserve. Neither does 
Ryan; he’s had such a huge thumbprint 
on so many hits these last few years.” 


> JON ANTHONY, WSIX NASHVILLE 

Rascal Flatts “‘Banjo’ has a driving beat, 

toe-tapping rhythm, and smooth harmo- 

nies. They’ve had crossover success, but 

this really brings them back to 
their country roots.” 


Jake Owen “It’s hard to 
follow his ‘Barefoot Blue Jean 
Night, which was a huge hit. 
But he’s going on tour with 
Kenny Chesney and Tim McGraw 
this summer, and ‘Alone With You’ 
A isthe one that stadiums full 
of people will be singing 
back to him.” m 


>» SINGLES 


NICK! MINAJ 

“ROMAN HOLIDAY” 

Minaj’s alter ego Roman 
Zolanski is basically just 

Nicki gone extra manic, with 
horrorcore influences and an 
obnoxious British accent. 
There’s a rousing hook and 
insistent drum skitter here, 
but they're hard to find amid 
the desperate drama-club 
poses she insists on striking. 
C+ —Kyle Anderson 

TOM JONES “EVIL” 

In the recent Loutallica tradition 
of Silver-Haired Legends 
Teaming Up With Younger 
Rock Guys comes this Howlin’ 
Wolf cover, which also features 
Jack White and My Morning 
Jacket’s Carl Broemel. Jones 
proves he can still holler with 
the best of ‘em, though the 
whole thing's a little Vegas-y for 
the blues. B —Melissa Maerz 


KATY PERRY “PART OF ME” 
Leave it to the pop pro to 
take her recent divorce from 
Russell Brand and flip it into 
an instantly catchy indepen- 
dence anthem. Perry may be 
single now, but she doesn’t 
have to worry about finding 
herself alone on the dance 
floor. A= —Tim Stack 


+ ALBUMS 


BAND OF SKULLS 

Sweet Sour 

They're not quite the saviors 
of rock that the hype around 
their 2009 debut, Baby Darling 
Doll Face Honey, promised 
them to be. But hey, it’s been 
a rough few years for long- 
haired, leather-jacket rock, and 
these Brits are still holding 
the Zippo-lighter torch aloft. 
B+ —Ray Rahman 


CHIP THA RIPPER 

Tell Ya Friends 

The Cleveland MC steps out 
from behind running mate Kid 
Cudi to take the big chair on 
his fourth and best mixtape. 
His secret weapon is his 
deceptively syrupy drawl, 
which glazes standout tracks 
like the laconic “Cut It Out” 
and propulsive NBA Jam- 
sampling “Boomshakalaka.” 
A= — Kyle Anderson 


WHO’S 
PLAYING 


g 
SLEIGH BELLS 


Last Call With 
Carson Daly 
MASTODON 


LOS LOBOS, 
ROBERT RANDOLPH, 
AND CHRIS LAYTON 


The Late Show 
With David 
Letterman 
ERIC 


The Late Show With 
David Letterman 
HEARTLESS BASTARDS 


The Late Show With 
David Letterman 
WE ARE AUGUSTINES 


y 
THE JOY FORMIDABLE 


February 24, 2012 EW.COM | 77 


Dierks Bentley 
photographed 
on Feb. 7, 2012, 
at the Whiskey 
Ward in New 
York City 


Three Rounds With... 
Dierks Bentley 


The Nashville star, 36, already has two smash singles from his new album, 
Home, released Feb, 7—but he wasn’t always a country-music fan. Over 
beers (for him) and whiskey (for us), Bentley talks Whitesnake, Waylon 
Jennings, hernias, and heartbreak. -MELISSA MAERZ 


| ROUND1 Guinness (Bentley), 
whiskey and soda (EW) 
You grew up in Arizona. | heard that 
your first exposure to country music 
was The Dukes of Hazzard. \s it true 
that you once had a T-shirt that said 
“The Dierks of Hazzard”? 

Yeah. And I still have the 45 of Waylon 
Jennings’ theme song—it’s white 
from being overplayed. That and 
Hank Williams Jr. is what got me into 
country music. I was listening to 
rock music, like Whitesnake, White 
Lion, Iron Maiden, and these country 
guys were way more rock & roll 

than them. So when I was 17, I took 
all my hair-band records to Record 
Exchange, and I swear to God, they 
didn’t take a single CD from me. Not 
one! That’s how bad my s--- was. 


Lady Antebellum told us that you 
got kicked out of Kings of Leon’s 
after-party at last year’s Grammys. 
[Laughs] I stood up on this table and 
I saw, like, 30 glasses break, but I 
couldn’t hear them because it was so 
loud in there. I thought, “If I couldn’t 
hear it, did it actually happen?” The 
Followill brothers had to keep me 
from being tossed out—literally. I 
did it again on New Year’s Eve. I was 
at [Black Keys drummer] Patrick 
Carney’s house and was like, “Some- 
one’s gotta do the countdown!” 
Much to the dismay of my wife 
[Cassidy Bentley, his high school 
sweetheart], I jumped up on top of 
the bar. I realized later on that I have 
a thing with getting up on tables 
when I’m drunk. Maybe because 


standing on a table makes 
me feel like I’m on stage? 


| ROUND 2 Guinness 
(Bentley), 
whiskey and soda (EW) 

Your song “Diamonds Make 
Babies” warns guys that 
proposals always lead to 
having kids. Is it true that 
you proposed to another 
woman before your wife, 
and she turned you down? 
Yeah, a lot of the songs on my 
first record are about her. I 
asked this girl to marry me, 
and luckily she’s smart and 
she said no. I was a mess, 
going to strip clubs and show- 
ing up to writing sessions 
completely hammered. My 
hair was coming out in the 
shower. I lost a bunch of 
weight. In the course of trying 
to get over her, this buddy of mine 
was like, “You need to go to the gym,” 
so I started going and lifting massive 
weights and I got a hernia. [Laughs] 
But I wouldn’t have found my wife if it 
wasn’t for those circumstances. It’s 
like Garth Brooks said, “Thank God 
for unanswered prayers.” 


| ROUND: | IPA (Bentley), another 
whiskey and soda (EW) 
So now you're happily married with 
two kids. How did your 3-year-old 
end up singing on “Thinking of You”? 
I’d been on the road, and this 
opportunity came up to play at the 
White House—a couple of years ago, 
President Obama had quoted me 
saying that country music’s the best 
shrink that 15 dollars can buy—and 

I was missing being home. Plus, it 
was my birthday. So I was sitting in 
my hotel room alone, and my wife 
sent me this video of Evie singing 
“Thinking of You” back to me. It was 
really great. And Luke, my producer, 
ended up putting that onto the track. 
So now I’m the guy who’s putting his 
kid on his record. 

Just you and Jay-Z, huh? 

[Laughs] That’s right. Jay? Call me. @ 
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Say My Name: A Narcissist’s Playlist 


Sometimes an artist finds it helpful to remind you who you're listening to by putting their name at the beginning of asong. And 
then also in the chorus. And then maybe one more time. Below, a few of our all-time favorite self-shout-outs. —Leah Greenblatt 


DEVO “Jocko Homo” (1978) 
Are they not men? They are Devo! 


THE CLASH “This Is Radio 
Clash” (1981) The agit-punk classic 
that tricked your anxious parents 
into thinking you were listening to a 
real “pirate satellite” station in your 
room. God bless the Clash. 


BIG COUNTRY “Ina Big 
Country” (1983) Electric bagpipes 
+ Super-vague geography metaphors 
= one shining Scot-rock moment. And 
then, alas, obscurity (at least in the 
actually large landmass of America). 


WANG CHUNG “Everybody 
Have Fun Tonight” (1986) 
Translated from Chinese, the chorus 
would be “Everybody have fun tonight/ 
Everybody yellow bell tonight.” Interpret 
that as you wish on the dance floor. 


PRINCE “My Name Is Prince” 


(1992) ..and he is FUNK-AY—though 
shortly after, he did change his name 


to an unpronounceable symbol. “My 
Name Is [bloop]”? Less catchy. 
SNOOP DOGG “Who Am! 
(What's My Name)?” (1993) 
He is commanding you to recognize! 
Or perhaps he is seriously asking; that 
last doobie was a doozy. 


BACKSTREET BOYS 
“Everybody (Backstreet’s 
Back)” (1997) Yay for '90s boy- 
band anthems! Less yay for giddy 
12-year-olds chanting along to lyrics 
like “Am | sexual?/Yeahhhh.” 

JIMMY RAY “Are You Jimmy 
Ray?” (1998) Are you the pomade- 
pompadoured missing link between 
Elvis Presley and Luke Perry? 
Did you totally vaporize after this 
single? Congratulations! You are 
Jimmy Ray. 

EMINEM “The Real Slim 


Shady” (2000) A member of the 
Say My Name(s) Hall of Fame: He not 


only titled three consecutive releases 
after his various noms de rap but also 
big-ups himself in both the first and 
third person here. So meta. 

DIDDY “D.LD.DY.” (2001) 

Yes, he changed his name again! 
Does he really have to spell it out for 
you? Wait, he does? Okay. 


we AR 
' ~~ 
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FERGIE “Fergalicious” (2006) 
Fergie sees your self-reference, 

and she raises you a self-adjective. 
(Approximate definition: “Like 
‘delicious’ but better, and with more 
hair extensions.) She is coining 
words, other pop stars. Get with it. 


BRITNEY SPEARS “Gimme 
More” (2007) Knock, knock. Who's 
there? “It's Britney, bitch.” Oh hey, girl; 
come on in! So glad you remembered 
the password. 


BEYONCE AND SHAKIRA 
“Beautiful Liar” (2007) Memo 
to Mr. Shady Two-Timer: The one on 
the leftis “Beyoncé Beyoncé,” the other 
one is “Shakira Shakira,” and neither of 
them is very happy with you right now. 


MADONNA FEAT. NICKI 
MINAJ AND VLA. “Gimme All 
Your Luvin’” An all-star cheer 
squad put their pom-poms—and one 
middle finger not invited to the 
party—up for Her Madgesty. 


——_——_—— 


QUICK TAKES 
Sleigh Bells Sinéad O’Connor fun. The Chieftains 
Reign of Terror How About I Be Me Some Nights Voice of Ages 
INDIE ROCK (MOM + POP) (And You Be You)? POP/ROCK (FUELED BY RAMEN) FOLK (HEAR/CONCORD) 
nih alana qadaaten ce. thiens POP(ONELITTLEINDIAN) |" s rocctiehcacR nite sche states tian 
—~—-— 1|n2010, the foes mntoinerbetninsin events seteninnnn Listeners who After jamming 
ley hype machine's Lately, O'Conno come for the with Linda 
needle pointed has attracted trio’s Glee- Ronstadt and 
into the red for less attention approved Ry Cooder on 
° this Brooklyn for her music breakout “We 2010's San 
duo, whose excellent thrash-pop than for her Are Young’ will be happy with Patricio, the Celtic-music legends 
debut, Treats, was touted by Spike tumultuous personal life. (See Nights’ superior first half, which recruit a younger roster of stars 


Jonze, M.|.A, and every pink- 
haired cheerleader who heard it 
on Gossip Girl. Their follow-up 
features all the cheap boom-box 
beats and Guitar Hero riffs that 
made their debut such a head 
rush—check the foot-stomping 
“Crush.” But it’s Alexis Krauss’ 
woozy vocals that are truly sub- 
lime; she sounds like a real teen 
dream: ethereally beautiful and 
totally bored. B+ —Melissa Maerz 
> BEST TRACKS: Hesher-friendly 
Crush  Pop-metal Comeback Kid 


page 51.) But the singer's ninth 
studio album—dig that tabloid- 
target title—might be the one to 
shift the focus: Holding forth on 
marriage and motherhood over 
pan-global arrangements shaped 
in part by Adele's sidemen, she 
taps the naked intensity of her 
early days without sacrificing 
hooks or humor. A welcome 
return. B+ —Mikael Wood 

> BEST TRACKS: African- 
grooved 4th & Vine = Stirring 

| Had a Baby 


doubles down on the Queen- 
esque indie pomp the band 
toyed with on their 2009 debut. 
Soon, though, the rock theatri- 
cality and arm-in-arm choruses 
get ditched for Auto-Tuned 
verses, seven-minute freak-funk 
(frunk?) jams, and awkward 
hip-hop beats—none of which 
are likely to put a gleam in Ryan 
Murphy's eye. B= —Ray Rahman 
> BEST TRACKS; Jukebox 
rocker Some Nights « Rightfully 
beloved We Are Young 


to mark their 50th anniversary. 
The dreamy “Come All Ye Fair 
and Tender Ladies” showcases 
Miranda Lambert and her Pistol 
Annies, while the Civil Wars 
connect Ireland to Appalachia on 
“Lily Love.” Prettier still is classic 
murder ballad “Down in the 
Willow Garden,” featuring the 
characteristically spectral vocals 
of Bon Iver. & —Mikael Wood 

~> BEST TRACKS: Mini-epic The 
Chieftains Reunion « Delicately 
harmonized Peggy Gordon 
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Immortal 
Bird 


A Family Memoir 


Immortal Bird 


Doron Weber 
MEMOIR 
By Tina Jordan 


OTHER ~~ = 
HAUNTING “2 


BOOKS ANGELA'S ASHES THEBOOKTHIEF THEGLASSCASTLE THELOVELYBONES ROOM 
ABOUT Frank McCourt Markus Zusak Jeannette Walls Alice Sebold Emma Donoghue 
CH ILDREN Belovedaccountof —_ WWilgirlnourishesher Memoir of hunger Unforgettableteenre- | Youngmomheldcap- 

an Irish childhood. soul with stolen books. 


throughachild’seyes. countsherownmurder. — tivebyapsychopath. 


OW DO YOU review a memoir 
about the death of a child? How 
can you say anything—anything— 
bad about it? Luckily, there’s 
hardly anything bad to say about 
Doron Weber’s searing chronicle of 
his son Damon’s death at 16, which is both a memorial and 
a bitter indictment of the American health-care system. 

Born with a heart deformity that was partially corrected 
by surgery when he was a baby, Damon was diagnosed as 
a preteen with PLE, a coronary ailment that is usually 
fatal. Weber, frantic to halt his son’s decline, began a 
“sacred quest” into Damon’s condition—reading medical 
journals, grilling researchers—and he heaps acid on the 
doctors and hospitals that he claims repeatedly failed 
the family, particularly NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia, 
where Damon received a heart transplant and died. 

If there’s a weakness in the book, it’s that Weber, 
grief-stricken, has placed his son on a pedestal so high 
that it can be hard to glimpse the real Damon, a scrappy 
ginger-haired kid who emerges most clearly in his own 
blog posts and emails. Weber gives us the Damon who, 
at middle school graduation, is “repeatedly called to the 
stage, winning prizes for academic excellence, for leader- 
ship, for writing, and for science. He marches to the 
podium in compact triumph, lit by a luminous smile and 
his own warm spotlight as his classmates cheer.” It’s a 
minor quibble. It is devastating to watch Damon die— 
and to watch his father try to keep living. A- 


ay 
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Velvet and Cleopatra to Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf? and The Little 
Foxes are a pleasure. (The author 
previously bestowed feminist 
credentials on a bodacious plastic toy 
in Forever Barbie: The Unauthorized 
Biography of a Real Doll.) 

Still, a reader might want to 
consider: Are make-believe roles 
a reliable representation of the 
actress who plays them? And, if not, 
was the raised consciousness that 
Lord experienced after watching 
all of Liz’s movies just a matter of 
Hollywood luck, or a matter of the 
author’s retrofitted response to 
bygone popular culture? 


The Accidental 


Feminist 

M.G. Lord 

CULTURAL COMMENTARY 
By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


After such an assertive title and subtitle, 
not much additional content description is 
needed on a reviewer's part about a book 
called The Accidental Feminist: How Elizabeth 
Taylor Raised Our Consciousness and We 

Were Too Distracted by Her Beauty to Notice. 
But some critical context may be helpful. 
The book’s hot-cha-cha packaging—the pert 
dimensions of the little volume, the hot-pink 


RAISED OUR 
CONSCIOUSWESs 
AND WE WEEE Ton 
ONSTOACTED BY Wee 


BEAUTY TO WoTics 


MG. LORD 


“~4 FOREVED nanpic 


cover, the alluring sepia photo of 
Miz Taylor as restless man-trap 
Gloria Wandrous in her BUtter- 
field 8 lingerie—hints at what is, in 
the end, fundamentally debatable 
about this intriguing thesis by 

the lively feminist cultural critic 
M.G. Lord. The author hooks her 
argument to her own sympathetic 
reading of the movie star’s 
filmography, drawing on Taylor’s 
biographical lows and highs to 

fit the premise. Lord writes with 
clarity, and her close analyses of 
every Taylor title from National 


THE OPENING LINE 


“You could say 
it began in 1944 
with National 
Velvet, when 
Elizabeth 


Taylor, age 
twelve, dressed 
as a boy and 
stole America’s 
collective 
heart.” 


This reader concludes 
that “accidental feminism” is, by 
definition, unreliable; much as I 
love Taylor (both as a personage 
and as an actress), I don’t see 
messages of rebellion in her body 
of work. M.G. Lord does, and 
makes a swinging case for why 
she’s right. On this, meanwhile, we 
can agree: Elizabeth Taylor was a 
gorgeous Hollywood icon big and 
ballsy enough to inspire passionate 
debate, even among admirers, and 
even after her death. La Liz would 
have loved the hubbub. B+ 


ALSO AVAILABLE: PAPERBACKS 
5 Stephen King... 


GEORGE R.R. MARTIN BOOKS: PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN DAVID BECKER 


THE FOREMOST 
GOOD FORTUNE 
Susan Conley 
MEMOIR 

When she and her 
family traded their 
house in Maine for 

a high-rise apartment 
in Beijing, Conley 
was ready for culture 
shock. But she wasn’t 
ready to experience 

it through the lens 

of her own cancer 
diagnosis. A~- 


THE STORY OF 
BEAUTIFUL GIRL 
Rachel Simon 
NOVEL 

In Simon’s novel, a 
deaf black man 

and a seemingly 
mute white woman 


clutching their baby 
escape from the 
School for the 
Incurable and Feeble- 
minded on a howling 
night in 1968. They 
are soon separated 
from each other— 
and spend the next 
40 years struggling 
to reunite. B+ 


THE UNCOUPLING 
Meg Wolitzer 
NOVEL 

The suburban bed- 
rooms of Stellar 
Plains, N.J., morph 
into battlefields when 
the local women are 
bewitched into chas- 
tity by a high school 
production of Aris- 
tophanes’ Lysistrata. B 


Grades are from EW’s reviews of the original releases 


UNFAMILIAR 
FISHES 

Sarah Vowell 
HISTORY 

This slender yet 
exhaustive study of 
our country’s grace- 
less appropriation of 
Hawaii is told through 
the lives of some 
oft-forgotten natives, 
including a song- 
writing queen and an 
idol-burning king. B 


WHAT I’M 
READING NOW 


I'm reading George R.R. Martin's 

A Song of Ice and Fire series—deep 
into the second volume. | never 
thought I'd get into another long 
fantasy, especially one featuring 
knights of old and ladies bold, and I'd 
never read Martin before, but he’s 

a born storyteller with a one-in-a- 
million imagination. When I’m not 
reading about Westeros, I’m thinking 
about it, even dreaming about it. The 
HBO series is terrific—l especially 
loved Sean Bean as (me 
Eddard Stark—but the *“=== = 


books are even better. , NiARTIN Bas” 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


5 Fabulous Kids’ Book Apps 


Your kids can’t keep their adorable little paws off your iPad, so you might as 
well give them some age-appropriate fun. Here’s a handful of highly inter ractive 
apps that will delight and challenge even the youngest book lovers. —-STEPHAN LEE 


THE FANTASTIC FLYING 
BOOKS OF MR. MORRIS 
LESSMORE 

iPad; for all ages 

It’s acommon trope in 
children’s stories for a young 
reader to become so 
immersed in a book that he 
or she literally falls into it and 
becomes part of the action. 
This stunning iPad book app 
from Louisiana-based 
animation studio Moonbot 
may be the closest thing to 
that fantasy come to life. The 
story, already made into an 
Oscar-nominated short film, 
follows a man who is swept 
by astorm into a world of 
fluttering books (see above). 
Each beat of the story takes 
advantage of the iPad’s 


interactivity, whether it asks 
you to play asong ona piano 
keyboard or arrange words 
out of alphabet cereal. 
Lessmore actually outsold 
Angry Birds upon release— 
for a couple of days, anyway. 


ALICE 

iPad; for all ages 

This update of the Lewis 
Carroll classic is sort of 

a high-tech pop-up book 
and contains plenty of fun 
gimmicks, like a stretchable, 
shrinkable 
Alice and 

4 tarts you 
can throw 
at the 
Queen 

of Hearts. 
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The app also includes a 
feature that parents will 
enjoy: a shortened “bedtime” 
version in addition to the 
unabridged novel. 


al Noll. 


MARCEL THE SHELL 
WITH SHOES ON: 
biiee 3! ABOUT ME 


for 2 ages 3 and up 
Our favorite talking shell 
went viral on YouTube in 


2010 with his tiny problems. 


It turns out Marcel’s brand 

of repetitive storytelling 
(“Guess what | use as a 
hat?”) is well suited to a 
children’s book and app. You 
can turn Marcel’s narration 
on and off, but his pip- 
squeak voice—performed 

by co-creator and SNL alum 
Jenny Slate—is the best part. 


THE BIPPOLO SEED AND 
OTHER LOST STORIES 
iPad, iPhone, and Android; 
for all ages 

Long hiding in obscurity, 
The Bippolo Seed and other 
lost Dr. Seuss stories were 
published in book form last 
fall. The app version, which 
features animated illustra- 
tions, doesn’t contain too 
many bells and whistles, 
but it’s an easy-to-navigate 
read that will enchant both 
kids and adults who grew 
up on Seuss. 
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PAT THE BUNNY 

iPad and iPhone; 

for ages 0-3 

Designed for the youngest 
users, this app version 

of Dorothy Kunhardt’s 
children’s classic leads kids 
through tasks that require 
simple finger swipes 
(“play peek-a-boo,” “break 
the pifiata”) and gives 
them the option to color 
each page crayon-free. = 


HE'S GOT HIS FATHEN'S EYES... 
AND HIS MOTHEI'S GI€al TASTE. 


New Frosted Mini-Wheats Little Bites™ Cinnamon Roll cereal. Packed with 
fiber, nearly a day’s worth of whole grains and a delicious cinnamon roll taste. 
Keeps em full. Keeps em focused. 
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«USDA recommends consuming a minimis of 48g of whole grains a day. Kellogg's” Frosted Mini-Wheats Little Bites” cereal Gnnaman roll has 44 grams per Serving 77 EES, 


Your music 
never sounded 


SO g00d. 


Welcome to a better sounding world, where your music comes alive as never before. 
The QC*1S headphones are our best, with Bose® technologies that deliver sound 
more naturally than conventional headphones. And a significant improvement in 
the noise reduction helps you focus on each nuance of your music, as distractions 
fade into the background. “These are fabulous,” says Murray Hill of Canada.com. 
“Simply put, the sound is beautiful.” It’s a difference you need to hear to believe. 
Were so sure you'll be delighted, we'll even pay to ship them to your door. 
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To learn more: 1-800-760-2749, ext. Q8458 
Bose.com/headphones 


©2012 Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the headphone oval ring a .// 17 = 


is a trademark of Bose Corporation. Quote reprinted with permission. Better sound through research 
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Wild Thing 
Josh Bazell 


NOVEL 


OuencbYy a Eine ixe) 
2009's best-selling Beat 
the Reaper, Bazell’s 
follow-up has a different 
location, cast, genre, and 
even protagonist's name. 
Only the backstory 


serves as connective tissue between the two books. Mob 
hitman and M.D. Pietro Brwna, now called Lionel Azimuth, 
is hired by a reclusive billionaire to investigate claims 

of a cryptozoological monster inhabiting a Minnesota lake. 
Wild Thing walks, talks, and squawks like a crime thriller, 
but it makes casual passes at left-field absurdity that aim 
for Hiaasen or Vonnegut. The problem with the book is the 
same one that Azimuth has with his Minnesota Nessie: Is 
it the real deal or an artificial creation? Bazell is trying very 
hard to show you something that you haven't seen before, 
and it’s often a fun, fast read. But it seems like more of 

a hoax than a genuine discovery. B= —Keith Staskiewicz 


QUICK TAKES 


Diary of a Mad Fat Girl 
Stephanie McAfee 
NOVEL 
The story may be set 
yaofatiic! the tiny town of 
wD Bugtussle, Miss., 
but Ace, our heroine, 
is anything but a 
shrinking Southern 


belle. The high school 
teacher is sassy, snappy, and unafraid 
to take on the sometimes ridiculous 
challenges (spying, dressing in drag) 
she faces in the course of righting 

the wrongs visited upon her best 
friend. Though the plot can meander, 
the pages zip by so quickly it hardly 
matters. Diary of a Mad Fat Girl (which 
was originally self-published as an 
e-book) is the kind of breezy summer 
read that’s perfect for wintertime, too. 
B+ —Sara Vilkomerson 
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Flatscreen 
Adam Wilson 
NOVEL 


Eli Schwartz is really 
good at being a loser. 
Overweight and 
unemployed, his life a 
humid terrarium of 
pot smoke and sexual 
frustration, he 
stumbles through his suburban 
Massachusetts hometown looking for 
drugs and easy conquests, meeting a 
paraplegic former TV actor who nudges 
him along his downward spiral. Eli’s 
narration is darkly funny but drenched in 
a slimy oil of self-loathing, his escapades 
coming off like those of a particularly 
pathetic Portnoy. After a while it wears 
on you, and it starts to feel like this study 
of one man’s inertia isn’t really going 
anywhere either. B —Keith Staskiewicz 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


After writing 19 popular 7) ee 
novels—many of which were ) eT 
book-club favorites—Kristin ; = 

Hannah claims the No. 1 spot for ' = 
the first time with her 20th. gee 


FICTION TOP 10 
HOME FRONT Kristin Hannah 
Jolene, a mother and Black Hawk pilot, leaves 
her family behind when a sudden deployment 
sends her to Iraq. Hannah’s latest explores 

the ways in which separation and the trauma 
of war can test a marriage. 


PRIVATE: #1 SUSPECT 
James Patterson & Maxine Paetro 


DEFENDING JACOB William Landay 
This legal thriller has a killer hook: An assistant 
district attorney must defend his own son 

in a murder trial in the face of overwhelming 
evidence that points to the boy’s guilt. 


US) TAKEN Robert Crais 
<)) DEATH COMES TO PEMBERLEY P.D. James 
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NONFICTION TOP 10 


[seinen 
Chris Kyle with Scott McEwen & Jim DeFelice 
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vy) DELICIOUSLY G-FREE Elisabeth Hasselbeck 

That “G” stands for “gluten.” Diagnosed with 
celiac—an autoimmune disease—a decade ago, 
the View cohost shares her gluten-free recipes. 


£3) QUIET Susan Cain 
3) UNBROKEN Laura Hillenbrand 


s(:)) THROUGH MY EYES 
Tim Tebow with Nathan Whitaker 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly, week of Feb. 14, 2012 
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FF Betty White and Cloris Leachman 
are looking really buff. 


Downton Abbey 
withdrawal: 
Bullseye is so 
sad, we asked 
our manservant 
to cry for us. 


7. Roseanne and John Goodman 
} ' e reunite for new sitcom. “Finally, Jules and Grayson 
‘ ~ an idea from 1988 | can announce engagement 
" y ' > - get behind,” says 2012. 4 : on Cougar Town. hota 
i A generation ©. What do you get 
m\ ) 4 the couple that err i 
be than ks you drinks everything? a 
ie for the aes 
é soundtrack 
) ¢ of our lives. 
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Hey, Robyn, 


i HI * ee Yet another awesome way to ruin 
— | : a Hunger Games book } agood pair 
a” al © of Timberlands. 
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When Pan Am is F 
een che'llihave'a future The new Regis? The terrific Chipotle commercial with 
Was an Oscar statue. Yes, please, Willie Nelson covering Coldplay's “The 
‘ Scientist’—where were 
you. during the Super Bowl? 
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Nicolas Cage pees fire 
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_~ in Ghost Rider: Spirit In 43 t. RSA 
= ‘“ Z of Vengeance. o8 peek Sa5 
Seriously, the ending of The ending , Supernatural power, _ 5S2 
The Vow. It was so bad we of The Vow or nasty bug left over | te zee 
have to ding it twice. from Bangkok 822 
Dangerous? = — tik 

Least surprising Facebook 1 

status update: “Suze Orman > Watch Extra 

likes Rosie O'Donnell.” every Friday (check local listings) for more on the 


86 | EW.COM February 24, 2012 celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 


“Sprint is #1 among all national carriers and most 


improved in customer satisfaction, across all 
47 industries, over the last three years.” 


—American Customer Satisfaction Index, 2011 


“Best pricing plans on the iPhone. 


Winner: Sor. int.” —Laptopmag.com, 2011 


natlonal carrier with truly Unlimited 
data for your iPhone No throttling. 
No metering. And no overages. 

All while on the Sprint network. 
The Everything Data plan for 
iPhone 4S. sprint.com/iPhone 


Sprint _ 


$7999 Unlimited data plus Unlimited text and calling sprint.com/iPhone 
permonth to any mobile with an Everything Data plan. | 800-SPRINT-1 
New-line activations require a two-yearAgreement. Roaming and prohibited 800-777-4681 
network use limitations apply. Other monthly charges apply—see below.”** | Orvisit any Sprint store. 


**Monthly charges exclude taxes, Sprint Surcharges (including USF charge of up to 17.9% [varies quarterly], Administrative Charge [up to $1.99/line/mo.], Regulatory Charas (SO. seotoniie and state/local fees by area fapprox. 
5-20%}). Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or government-required charges and are subject to change. Details: sprint, com/tanesandiees. May 1 a A n fee/line, credit approval and de 
S350 ling ear'y terminatio n fee ETF) fo /), Everything Data Plan: 0. ( 
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